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1
OPTICAL INFORMATION PROCESSING
APPARATUS AND OPTICAL INFORMATION
PROCESSING METHOD, AND ADJUSTMENT
DEVICE, ADJUSTMENT METHOD, AND
ADJUSTMENT PROGRAM FOR OPTICAL
INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an optical information
processing apparatus and an optical information processing
method, and an adjustment device, an adjustment method,
and an adjustment program for an optical information pro-
cessing apparatus.

BACKGROUND ART

In large-capacity optical discs such as Blu-ray discs
(BDs), in order to reduce an optical spot diameter formed on
an optical disc, wavelengths of lasers have become shorter,
and numerical apertures (NAs) of objective lenses have
become larger. For example, the DVD (Digital Versatile
Disc) uses a laser with a wavelength of 650 nm and an
objective lens with an NA of 0.65; the BD uses a laser with
a wavelength of 405 nm and an objective lens with an NA
of 0.85. In general, it is known that the variation of the
thickness of a protective layer for protecting an information
recording layer of an optical disc generates spherical aber-
ration, and an amount of the generated spherical aberration
is proportional to approximately the fourth power of the NA
and inversely proportional to the wavelength. Thus, the
spherical aberration generated during BD reproduction is
approximately 6.5 (={(0.85/0.6)*} x(650/405)) times as large
as that generated during DVD reproduction. Since the BD
reproduction is susceptible to the spherical aberration, it
uses a spherical aberration correction means for correcting
spherical aberration.

In reproduction of an optical disc, a focus servo control
for controlling the position of an objective lens in a direction
perpendicular to an information recording surface of the
optical disc so that the focus position of laser light follows
the information recording surface of the optical disc is
performed.

It is desirable that an amount of spherical aberration
correction by the spherical aberration correction means and
a focus balance value (or focus position) in the focus servo
control are adjusted to provide good reproduction quality.
However, both are adjustments in an optical axis direction,
and affect each other. Thus, techniques for properly adjust-
ing both of the amount of spherical aberration correction and
focus balance value (or focus position) are proposed.

Patent Document 1 describes a technique for optimally
adjusting a focus balance and a spherical aberration correc-
tion amount in an optical pickup device including an objec-
tive lens for focusing a light beam on an optical disc and a
spherical aberration correction mechanism. This technique
obtains tracking error signals (TES signals) at a plurality of
combinations of the focus balance and spherical aberration
correction amount, selects combinations at which the TES
signal is not less than a predetermined level, obtains light
intensity signals (RF signals) at the selected combinations,
and selects a combination of the focus balance and spherical
aberration correction amount having the largest signal level
of the RF signal.

Patent Document 2 describes a technique for adjusting the
position of a movable lens for correcting spherical aberra-
tion and a focus balance value so as to maximize the
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2

amplitude level of a tracking error signal (TE signal). This
technique obtains in advance, from a graph that has a
horizontal axis representing one of the position of the
movable lens and focus balance value and a vertical axis
representing the other and depicts a contour line of the
amplitude level of the TE signal, an inclination o of the long
axis of the contour line, which is substantially an ellipse,
with respect to the horizontal axis; it seeks a condition in
which the amplitude level of the TE signal is maximum by
changing either one of the position of the movable lens and
focus balance value, and then seeks a condition in which the
amplitude level of the TE signal is maximum, along an
adjustment line having the inclination o and passing through
the found position of the movable lens and focus balance
value.

Patent Document 3 describes a technique for two-dimen-
sionally seeking a combination of a focus position and a
spherical aberration amount at which the jitter value is
optimum, by changing the focus position and spherical
aberration amount. Specifically, it discloses: a method that
alternates between seeking the focus position at which the
jitter value is minimum and seeking the spherical aberration
amount at which the jitter value is minimum; a method that
repeats a process for determining the point having the
smallest jitter value among the four vertexes and center of a
rectangular in a graph having axes representing the focus
position and spherical aberration amount, while reducing the
sides of the rectangular; a method that seeks focus position
X1 having the minimum jitter value at spherical aberration
amount Y1, seeks focus position X2 having the minimum
jitter value at spherical aberration amount Y2, and secks the
point having the minimum jitter value on the straight line
connecting the point (X1, Y1) and point (X2, Y2); and a
method that seeks the point having the minimum jitter value
on a straight line with a predetermined slope a, and then
seeks the point having the minimum jitter value on the
straight line with a slope of (-1(a) passing through the point.

Patent Document 4 describes a technique for adjusting a
spherical aberration correction value and a focus bias value
to the optimum values. This technique repeats an operation
of measuring jitter values at eight points on the outline of a
required assumed margin range on a plane having axes
representing the spherical aberration correction value and
focus bias value and determining the largest of the jitter
values as a representative value, while moving the required
assumed margin range in a direction having a predetermined
inclination A, and then, using the center of the required
assumed margin range in which the smallest representative
value has been obtained as an initial point, while moving the
required assumed margin range in a direction having a
predetermined inclination B, repeats the above operation,
specifying the center of the required assumed margin range
in which the smallest representative value has been
obtained.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

The techniques described in Patent Documents 1 to 4
measure amplitude levels or jitter values at many measure-
ment points in the adjustment of an amount of spherical
aberration correction and an adjustment value (e.g., focus
balance value) for a focus position, and therefore the adjust-
ment requires a long time.

An object of the present invention is to provide an optical
information processing apparatus and an optical information
processing method, and an adjustment device, an adjustment
method, and an adjustment program for an optical informa-
tion processing apparatus that can adjust the amount of
spherical aberration correction and the focus adjustment
value with a small number of measurement points.

Means for Solving the Problems

An optical information processing apparatus according to
the present invention includes:

a light radiation reception means for radiating light onto
an optical disc and detecting light reflected from the optical
disc to output a reproduced signal;

a spherical aberration correction means for correcting
spherical aberration of the light radiated onto the optical
disc;

a focus adjustment means for adjusting, based on a focus
adjustment value, a focus position of the light radiated onto
the optical disc; and

an adjustment means for measuring a signal characteristic
of the reproduced signal at each of at least three measure-
ment positions on each of at least three straight lines on a
plane with coordinate axes representing an amount of
spherical aberration correction by the spherical aberration
correction means and the focus adjustment value, obtaining,
from the results of the measurements, as estimated positions,
at least five positions on the plane at which the signal
characteristic has substantially the same value, and adjusting
the amount of spherical aberration correction and the focus
adjustment value based on the at least five estimated posi-
tions.

An optical information processing method according to
the present invention includes:

a light radiation reception step for radiating light onto an
optical disc and detecting light reflected from the optical
disc to output a reproduced signal;

a spherical aberration correction step for correcting
spherical aberration of the light radiated onto the optical
disc;

a focus adjustment step for adjusting, based on a focus
adjustment value, a focus position of the light radiated onto
the optical disc; and

an adjustment step for measuring a signal characteristic of
the reproduced signal at each of at least three measurement
positions on each of at least three straight lines on a plane
with coordinate axes representing an amount of spherical
aberration correction by the spherical aberration correction
step and the focus adjustment value, obtaining, from the
results of the measurements, as estimated positions, at least
five positions on the plane at which the signal characteristic
has substantially the same value, and adjusting the amount
of spherical aberration correction and the focus adjustment
value based on the at least five estimated positions.

An adjustment device for an optical information process-
ing apparatus according to the present invention is an
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adjustment device for an optical information processing
apparatus including a light radiation reception means for
radiating light onto an optical disc and detecting light
reflected from the optical disc to output a reproduced signal,
a spherical aberration correction means for correcting
spherical aberration of the light radiated onto the optical
disc, and a focus adjustment means for adjusting a focus
position of the light radiated onto the optical disc based on
a focus adjustment value, the adjustment device including

an adjustment means for measuring a signal characteristic
of the reproduced signal at each of at least three measure-
ment positions on each of at least three straight lines on a
plane with coordinate axes representing an amount of
spherical aberration correction by the spherical aberration
correction means and the focus adjustment value, obtaining,
from the results of the measurements, as estimated positions,
at least five positions on the plane at which the signal
characteristic has substantially the same value, and adjusting
the amount of spherical aberration correction and the focus
adjustment value based on the at least five estimated posi-
tions.

An adjustment method for an optical information pro-
cessing apparatus according to the present invention is an
adjustment method for an optical information processing
apparatus including a light radiation reception means for
radiating light onto an optical disc and detecting light
reflected from the optical disc to output a reproduced signal,
a spherical aberration correction means for correcting
spherical aberration of the light radiated onto the optical
disc, and a focus adjustment means for adjusting a focus
position of the light radiated onto the optical disc based on
a focus adjustment value, the adjustment method including

an adjustment step for measuring a signal characteristic of
the reproduced signal at each of at least three measurement
positions on each of at least three straight lines on a plane
with coordinate axes representing an amount of spherical
aberration correction by the spherical aberration correction
means and the focus adjustment value, obtaining, from the
results of the measurements, as estimated positions, at least
five positions on the plane at which the signal characteristic
has substantially the same value, and adjusting the amount
of spherical aberration correction and the focus adjustment
value based on the at least five estimated positions.

An adjustment program for an optical information pro-
cessing apparatus according to the present invention is an
adjustment program for an optical information processing
apparatus including a light radiation reception means for
radiating light onto an optical disc and detecting light
reflected from the optical disc to output a reproduced signal,
a spherical aberration correction means for correcting
spherical aberration of the light radiated onto the optical
disc, and a focus adjustment means for adjusting a focus
position of the light radiated onto the optical disc based on
a focus adjustment value, the adjustment program causing a
computer to execute

an adjustment step for measuring a signal characteristic of
the reproduced signal at each of at least three measurement
positions on each of at least three straight lines on a plane
with coordinate axes representing an amount of spherical
aberration correction by the spherical aberration correction
means and the focus adjustment value, obtaining, from the
results of the measurements, as estimated positions, at least
five positions on the plane at which the signal characteristic
has substantially the same value, and adjusting the amount
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of spherical aberration correction and the focus adjustment
value based on the at least five estimated positions.

Effect of the Invention

According to the present invention, it is possible to adjust
the amount of spherical aberration correction and the focus
adjustment value with a small number of measurement
points.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view showing an exemplary configuration of
an optical information processing apparatus in a first
embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a graph showing an example of a relationship
between a spherical aberration correction amount and a
focus balance value and a reproduced signal amplitude.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing an example of a relationship
between the spherical aberration correction amount and the
focus balance value and a reproduced signal quality.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing an example of the distribution
of the reproduced signal amplitude with respect to the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing an example of the distribution
of the reproduced signal quality with respect to the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value.

FIG. 6 is a graph showing an example of the distribution
of a tracking error signal (TE signal) with respect to the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value.

FIG. 7 is a graph obtained by extracting one of the contour
lines of each of the reproduced signal amplitude, reproduced
signal quality, and TE signal amplitude and depicting them
on the same x-y coordinate system.

FIG. 8(a) is a graph showing an example of a relationship
between the spherical aberration correction amount and the
reproduced signal amplitude; FIG. 8(b) is a graph showing
an example of a relationship between the focus balance
value and the reproduced signal amplitude.

FIG. 9(a) is a graph showing an example of a relationship
between the spherical aberration correction amount and the
reproduced signal quality; FIG. 9(5) is a graph showing an
example of a relationship between the focus balance value
and the reproduced signal quality.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing the distribution of the
reproduced signal amplitude with respect to the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value, and
an example of measurement points, estimated points, an
ellipse, and an ellipse center in the first embodiment.

FIGS. 11(a) to 11(c) are graphs showing examples of
quadratic approximate curves and estimated points.

FIGS. 12(a) to 12(f) are diagrams showing exemplary
arrangements of the measurement points in the first embodi-
ment.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure of
the reproduction operation of the optical information pro-
cessing apparatus in the first embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure of
the adjustment of the spherical aberration correction amount
and focus balance value in the optical information process-
ing apparatus in the first embodiment.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure of
the adjustment of the spherical aberration correction amount
and focus balance value in an optical information processing
apparatus in a second embodiment.
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FIG. 16 is a diagram showing the distribution of the
reproduced signal amplitude with respect to the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value, and
an example of measurement points, estimated points, an
ellipse, and an ellipse center in the second embodiment.

FIG. 17 is a diagram showing an exemplary arrangement
of the measurement points in the third embodiment.

FIG. 18 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure of
the adjustment of the spherical aberration correction amount
and focus balance value in an optical information processing
apparatus in a third embodiment.

FIG. 19(a) is a graph showing an example of a relation-
ship between a focus balance value in recording and the
reproduced signal amplitude; FIG. 19(5) is a graph showing
an example of a relationship between a focus balance value
in recording and an asymmetry.

FIG. 20 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure of
the recording operation of an optical information processing
apparatus in a fourth embodiment.

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure of
the adjustment of a focus balance value for recording in the
optical information processing apparatus in the fourth
embodiment.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention will now be described with
reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a view showing an exemplary configuration of
the optical information processing apparatus 100 in the first
embodiment. The optical information processing apparatus
100 is an apparatus for processing information of an optical
disc and is, for example, an optical recording/reproducing
apparatus for performing at least one of recording and
reproduction of information on an optical disc. In the
example of FIG. 1, the optical information processing appa-
ratus 100 is a reproducing apparatus for reproducing an
optical disc 500, which is a BD.

In FIG. 1, the optical information processing apparatus
100 includes a head amplifier 110, a reproduced signal
processing unit 120, a signal quality measurement unit 121,
a data decoder 122, a reproducing characteristic measure-
ment unit 123, an FE signal generating unit 130, a TE signal
generating unit 140, a TE signal characteristic measurement
unit 141, a sled motor control unit 150, a sled motor 151, a
spherical aberration correction unit 160, an actuator control
unit 170, a spindle motor control unit 180, a spindle motor
181, a central control unit 200, a buffer memory 240, and an
optical head 300.

The spindle motor control unit 180 controls the spindle
motor 181 to rotate the optical disc 500 at a desired
rotational speed. The sled motor control unit 150 controls
the sled motor 151 to move the optical head 300 to a desired
position (in a radial direction of the optical disc 500, for
example).

The optical head 300 radiates light onto the optical disc
500 and detects light reflected from the optical disc 500 to
output a reproduced signal, and is also referred to as an
optical pickup. The optical head 300 includes a semicon-
ductor laser 310, a laser driving circuit 320, a collimator lens
330, a beam splitter 340, an objective lens 350, a detection
lens 360, a light receiving element 370, a spherical aberra-
tion correction lens 380, and an actuator 390. Among these,
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the semiconductor laser 310, collimator lens 330, beam
splitter 340, objective lens 350, detection lens 360, and
spherical aberration correction lens 380 constitute an optical
system.

The semiconductor laser 310 is driven by the laser driving
circuit 320 to emit laser light having an output value
(reproducing power) necessary for data reproduction. The
laser light emitted from the semiconductor laser 310 is
focused and radiated on the optical disc 500 through the
collimator lens 330, beam splitter 340, spherical aberration
correction lens 380, and objective lens 350. The reflected
light from the optical disc 500 passes through the objective
lens 350 and spherical aberration correction lens 380, is
separated from the incident light by the beam splitter 340,
and is received through the detection lens 360 by the light
receiving element 370.

The spherical aberration correction lens 380 is a movable
lens for correcting spherical aberration of the laser light
radiated on the optical disc 500, and is disposed in the
optical system of the optical head 300. The spherical aber-
ration correction lens 380 is disposed movably in a direction
of an optical axis of the laser light, and is controlled by the
spherical aberration correction unit 160.

The actuator 390 holds the objective lens 350 and drives
the objective lens 350 in a focus direction and a tracking
direction, and is controlled by the actuator control unit 170.
The focus direction is a direction parallel to the direction of
an axis of rotation of the optical disc 500, that is, a direction
perpendicular to an information recording surface of the
optical disc 500; the tracking direction is a direction parallel
to the radial direction of the optical disc 500.

The light receiving element (or photodetector) 370 con-
verts the received optical signal into an electrical signal as
the reproduced signal. The electrical signal converted by the
light receiving element 370 is supplied through the head
amplifier 110 to the central control unit 200, reproduced
signal processing unit 120, FE signal generating unit 130,
and TE signal generating unit 140.

The central control unit 200 decodes the signal supplied
from the head amplifier 110 to obtain address information
indicating the current position of the optical head 300. Then,
the central control unit 200 provides the sled motor control
unit 150 with the difference between the obtained address
information of the current position and address information
indicating a position (access target position) to be accessed,
thereby controlling the sled motor 151 to move the optical
head 300 to the access target position.

The FE signal generating unit 130 processes the signal
from the head amplifier 110 to generate a focus error signal
(FE signal). As a method for generating the FE signal, a
known method, such as an astigmatism method, a knife-edge
method, and a spot size detection method, may be used.

The TE signal generating unit 140 processes the signal
from the head amplifier 110 to generate a tracking error
signal (TE signal). As a method for generating the TE signal,
a known method, such as a push-pull method, a DPP
(Differential Push-Pull) method, and a DPD (Differential
Phase Detection) method, may be used.

The reproduced signal processing unit 120 equalizes
(wave-shapes) the signal from the head amplifier 110 and
supplies the equalized signal to the signal quality measure-
ment unit 121 and data decoder 122. The reproduced signal
processing unit 120 supplies the electrical signal before
equalization to the reproducing characteristic measurement
unit 123.

The reproducing characteristic measurement unit 123
measures, based on the signal from the reproduced signal
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processing unit 120, an amplitude (reproduced signal ampli-
tude) of the reproduced signal as a signal characteristic
(reproduced signal characteristic) of the reproduced signal.

The signal quality measurement unit 121 measures, based
on the signal from the reproduced signal processing unit
120, a quality (reproduced signal quality) of the reproduced
signal, such as a jitter value, an i-MLSE (integrated Maxi-
mum Likelihood Sequence error Estimation) value, and an
error rate, as a signal characteristic of the reproduced signal.

The data decoder 122 binarizes the reproduced signal
supplied from the reproduced signal processing unit 120 by
signal processing such as PRML (Partial Response Maxi-
mum Likelihood), and then, by performing processing such
as demodulation and error correction, generates (repro-
duces) the data recorded on the optical disc 500, sending it
to the central control unit 200. The central control unit 200
stores the data generated by the data decoder 122 in the
buffer memory 240, and then sends the data to a host
controller 400 connected to the optical information process-
ing apparatus 100.

The TE signal characteristic measurement unit 141 mea-
sures a TE signal characteristic, such as an amplitude and a
TE signal balance, of the TE signal generated by the TE
signal generating unit 140.

The spherical aberration correction unit 160 adjusts,
based on a control signal from the central control unit 200,
the position of the spherical aberration correction lens 380 to
correct the spherical aberration. The spherical aberration
correction unit 160 moves the position of the spherical
aberration correction lens 380 in the optical axis direction,
thereby changing an amount of spherical aberration correc-
tion by the spherical aberration correction lens 380. The
amount (hereinafter referred to as the ‘spherical aberration
correction amount’) of spherical aberration correction cor-
responds to the position of the spherical aberration correc-
tion lens 380.

This example illustrates a configuration that performs the
spherical aberration correction by using the spherical aber-
ration correction lens 380, but the spherical aberration
correction may be performed by another configuration such
as a liquid crystal element. When a liquid crystal element is
used, the spherical aberration correction unit 160 may
change the spherical aberration correction amount by chang-
ing a voltage applied to the liquid crystal element.

The actuator control unit 170 controls, based on a control
signal from the central control unit 200, the actuator 390 to
drive the objective lens 350 in the focus direction and
tracking direction.

The central control unit 200 controls the entire apparatus
when the optical information processing apparatus 100 reads
information from the optical disc 500 and performs other
operations, receiving the reproduced signal quality such as
the jitter from the signal quality measurement unit 121, the
reproduced signal amplitude from the reproducing charac-
teristic measurement unit 123, the FE signal from the FE
signal generating unit 130, the TE signal from the TE signal
generating unit 140, the TE signal characteristic such as the
TE signal amplitude and TE signal balance value from the
TE signal characteristic measurement unit 141, and the
reproduced data from the data decoder 122, and giving
control signals to the laser driving circuit 320, sled motor
control unit 150, the spherical aberration correction unit 160,
actuator control unit 170, and spindle motor control unit
180.

The central control unit 200 gives, based on the TE signal,
the control signal to the actuator control unit 170 to control
the actuator 390, thereby performing a tracking servo control
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for controlling the position of the objective lens 350 in the
tracking direction so that an optical spot of the laser light
follows a track on the optical disc 500. The central control
unit 200 also gives, based on the FE signal, the control signal
to the actuator control unit 170 to control the actuator 390,
thereby performing a focus servo control for controlling the
position of the objective lens 350 in the focus direction so
that the focus position of the laser light follows the infor-
mation recording surface of the optical disc 500.

The central control unit 200 has a focus adjustment
function for adjusting the focus position of the laser light
radiated on the optical disc 500 based on a focus adjustment
value. The focus adjustment value is an adjustment value for
adjusting the focus position, and is a parameter correspond-
ing to or indicating the focus position (or the position of the
objective lens). In this example, the central control unit 200
adjusts, based on a focus balance value as the focus adjust-
ment value, the position of the objective lens 350 in the
focus direction to adjust the focus position. Here, a focus
balance means a balance of a S-shaped curve indicating a
characteristic of the FE signal (focus error signal), which is
obtained by receiving the reflected light from the optical disc
500; the focus balance value is a balance value of the
S-shaped curve of the FE signal. The focus balance value
can be changed, for example, by adjusting a gain of the head
amplifier 110 or an offset added to the FE signal. For
example, the central control unit 200 performs the focus
servo control while adding an offset to the FE signal, and
when changing the focus balance value, changes the offset
added to the FE signal. While the focus servo control is
being performed, when the focus balance value is changed,
the position of the objective lens 350 in the focus direction
is changed, and the focus position of the laser light is
changed. Thus, for example, the central control unit 200
adjusts the focus position to a position corresponding to a
desired focus balance value by adding an offset correspond-
ing to the desired focus balance value to the FE signal.

The central control unit 200 further performs an adjust-
ment process for adjusting (or optimizing) the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus adjustment value.
This adjustment process will be detailed later. The spherical
aberration correction amount and focus adjustment value
determined by the adjustment process are used, for example,
in reproducing or recording information on the optical disc
500. For example, before reproduction or recording, the
central control unit 200 determines an optimum combination
of the spherical aberration correction amount and focus
balance value. Then, the central control unit 200 moves the
spherical aberration correction lens 380 to the position
corresponding to the determined spherical aberration cor-
rection amount and performs the focus servo control while
adding the offset corresponding to the determined focus
balance value to the FE signal, performing the reproduction
or recording with respect to the optical disc 500.

FIG. 1 shows a focus adjustment unit 201 that provides
the focus adjustment function, and an adjustment unit 202
that performs the adjustment process of the spherical aber-
ration correction amount and focus adjustment value.

The central control unit 200 includes, for example, a CPU
(Central Processing Unit) 210, a ROM (Read Only Memory)
220 storing a program for operation of the CPU 210, and a
RAM (Random Access Memory) 230 for storing data. The
program stored in the ROM 220 includes an adjustment
process program for adjusting the spherical aberration cor-
rection amount and focus balance value, described later, and
a portion defining measurement conditions and the like. The
program may be provided by being recorded on a computer-
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readable medium such as an optical disc, or may be provided
through a communication line such as the Internet. The
functions of the central control unit 200 may be imple-
mented by only hardware circuits.

A relationship between the spherical aberration correction
amount and the focus balance value will now be described.
The following description takes, as an example, results
obtained by actually measuring the reproduced signal ampli-
tude and reproduced signal quality with respect to the
second layer (L1 layer or middle layer) of the three layers of
a triple-layer BD-RE (Rewritable) while changing the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value.

FIG. 2 is a graph showing an example of the relationship
between the spherical aberration correction amount and
focus balance value and the reproduced signal amplitude.
The solid lines in FIG. 2 represent contour lines of the
reproduced signal amplitude at multiple reproduced signal
amplitude levels. In FIG. 2, the reproduced signal amplitude
is maximum near the center of the graph.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing an example of the relationship
between the spherical aberration correction amount and
focus balance value and the reproduced signal quality
(i-MLSE value). The solid lines in FIG. 3 represent contour
lines of the i-MLSE value at multiple i-MLSE levels. In FIG.
3, the reproduced signal quality is maximum (minimum)
near the center of the graph.

In order to reproduce information from the optical disc
500 in high quality, it is preferable that the optical informa-
tion processing apparatus 100 finds the combination of the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value at which the reproduced signal quality is maximum
(minimum) in FIG. 3. The position of the combination of the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value at which the reproduced signal quality is maximum
(minimum) in FIG. 3 is slightly displaced from, but still
close to the position of the combination of the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value at
which the reproduced signal amplitude is maximum in FIG.
2. Thus, it is also preferable to find the combination of the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value at which the reproduced signal amplitude is maxi-
mum.

In general, the time required for measuring the reproduced
signal amplitude is shorter than that required for measuring
the reproduced signal quality. Therefore, in view of adjust-
ment time, it is desirable to use the reproduced signal
amplitude for the adjustment.

The determination of a point near the combination of the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value at which the reproduced signal quality or reproduced
signal amplitude is maximum makes it possible to ensure the
margin of reproduction quality.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing an example of the distribution
of the reproduced signal amplitude with respect to the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value. FIG. 4 is obtained by projecting the contour lines of
the reproduced signal amplitude in FIG. 2 onto an x-y
coordinate system (two-dimensional plane) in which the
x-coordinate represents the spherical aberration correction
amount and the y-coordinate represents the focus balance
value. As shown in FIG. 4, the contour lines have substan-
tially elliptical shapes obliquely inclined to both the x- and
y-axes. It can be seen that the centers of the ellipses of the
different reproduced signal amplitudes are located at sub-
stantially the same position. Therefore, if the center of the
ellipse corresponding to one of the counter lines can be
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obtained, a position at which the reproduced signal ampli-
tude is maximum or near maximum (i.e., optimum or near
optimum combination of the spherical aberration correction
amount and focus balance value) can be obtained.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing an example of the distribution
of the reproduced signal quality (i-MLSE) with respect to
the spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value. FIG. 5 is obtained by projecting the contour lines of
the reproduced signal quality in FIG. 3 onto the x-y coor-
dinate system, as in FIG. 4. In FIG. 5, the contour lines have
substantially elliptical shapes obliquely inclined, as in FIG.
4. It can be seen that the centers of the ellipses of the
different reproduced signal qualities are located at substan-
tially the same position. Therefore, if the center of the ellipse
corresponding to one of the counter lines can be obtained, a
position at which the reproduced signal quality is maximum
or near maximum (i.e., optimum or near optimum combi-
nation of the spherical aberration correction amount and
focus balance value) can be obtained.

FIG. 6 is a graph showing an example of the distribution
of the tracking error signal (TE signal) with respect to the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value. FIG. 6 is obtained by projecting contour lines of the
TE signal amplitude at multiple TE signal amplitude levels
onto the x-y coordinate system. From FIG. 6, it can be seen
that the variation of the TE signal amplitude is small in the
direction (x-axis direction) in which the spherical aberration
correction amount varies, and the contour line distribution is
different from those in FIGS. 4 and 5. If the amplitude of the
TE signal becomes too small, the tracking servo becomes
easy to deviate, and if the adjustment is performed in such
a condition, extra time may be required for a retry process
that restarts the tracking servo or other processes. In FIG. 6,
even when the TE signal amplitude is 1.34 V, which is the
smallest value in FIG. 6, the tracking servo does not easily
deviate. However, if the TE signal amplitude becomes even
smaller than 1.34 V due to, for example, change of the focus
balance value, it is highly likely that the tracking servo
becomes easy to deviate. Thus, for stable operation of the
tracking servo, it is necessary to be careful not to change the
focus balance value too much from the range shown in FIG.
6 (e.g., range inside the contour line of 1.34 V).

FIG. 7 is a graph showing an example of the distributions
of the reproduced signal amplitude, reproduced signal qual-
ity, and TE signal amplitude with respect to the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value. FIG.
7 is obtained by extracting the contour line of the reproduced
signal amplitude of 1.12 V, the contour line of the i-MLSE
ot 14.4%, and the contour line of the TE signal amplitude of
1.44 V from the contour lines shown in FIGS. 4, 5, and 6,
and depicting them on the same x-y coordinate system. In
the graph, the square mark represents the center of the
ellipse when the contour line of the reproduced signal
amplitude is assumed to be substantially an ellipse; the circle
mark represents the center of the ellipse when the contour
line of the i-MLSE is assumed to be substantially an ellipse.
From FIG. 7, it can be seen that the ellipse centers of the
reproduced signal amplitude and i-MLSE are different from
each other in both the spherical aberration correction amount
and focus balance value by only several steps, and are
relatively close to each other. This also shows that high
quality reproduction can be achieved by adjusting the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value so as to maximize the reproduced signal amplitude.

FIG. 8(a) is a graph showing relationships between the
spherical aberration correction amount and the reproduced
signal amplitude. Among the relationship between the
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spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value and the reproduced signal amplitude in FIG. 2, FIG.
8(a) shows the relationships between the spherical aberra-
tion correction amount and the reproduced signal amplitude
at focus balance values of ‘=10, <10°, and ‘30’. The focus
balance value ‘10’ is a focus balance value when the
reproduced signal amplitude is near maximum; the focus
balance values ‘-10" and ‘30’ are focus balance values
shifted from the focus balance value ‘10° by £20 steps. The
circle, square, and triangle marks in the graph represent the
actual measurement values obtained in the measurement of
the relationship in FIG. 2, and correspond to the cases of the
focus balance values ‘=10, “10°, and ‘30’, respectively. The
solid, dashed, and dotted lines are approximation curves
obtained by approximating the actual measurement values of
the circle, square, and triangle marks by quadratic equations,
respectively. From FIG. 8(a), it can be seen that the rela-
tionship between the spherical aberration correction amount
and the reproduced signal amplitude can be approximated by
a quadratic equation in each case.

FIG. 8(b) is a graph showing relationships between the
focus balance value and the reproduced signal amplitude.
Among the relationship between the spherical aberration
correction amount and focus balance value and the repro-
duced signal amplitude in FIG. 2, FIG. 8(b) shows the
relationships between the focus balance value and the repro-
duced signal amplitude at spherical aberration correction
amounts of ‘=34, ‘-28’, and ‘-22’. The spherical aberration
correction amount ‘-28’ is a spherical aberration correction
amount when the reproduced signal amplitude is near maxi-
mum; the spherical aberration correction amounts ‘=34’ and
‘=22’ are spherical aberration correction amounts shifted
from the spherical aberration correction amount ‘=28’ by 6
steps. The circle, square, and triangle marks in the graph
represent the actual measurement values obtained in the
measurement of the relationship in FIG. 2, and correspond
to the cases of the spherical aberration correction amounts
‘=34’ <-28’, and =22, respectively. The solid, dashed, and
dotted lines are approximation curves obtained by approxi-
mating the actual measurement values of the circle, square,
and triangle marks by quadratic equations, respectively.
From FIG. 8(b), it can be seen that the relationship between
the focus balance value and the reproduced signal amplitude
can be approximated by a quadratic equation in each case.

FIG. 9(a) is a graph showing relationships between the
spherical aberration correction amount and the i-MLSE
(reproduced signal quality). Among the relationship between
the spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value and the i-MLSE in FIG. 3, FIG. 9(a) shows the
relationships between the spherical aberration correction
amount and the i-MLSE at focus balance values of ‘=15,
°5°, and ‘25°. The focus balance value ‘5’ is a focus balance
value when the i-MLSE is near maximum; the focus balance
values ‘-15 and ‘25" are focus balance values shifted from
the focus balance value ‘5° by +20 steps. The circle, square,
and triangle marks in the graph represent the actual mea-
surement values obtained in the measurement of the rela-
tionship of FIG. 3, and correspond to the cases of the focus
balance values ‘=15°, “5°, and ‘25’, respectively. The solid,
dashed, and dotted lines are approximation curves obtained
by approximating the actual measurement values of the
circle, square, and triangle marks by quadratic equations,
respectively. From FIG. 9(a), it can be seen that the rela-
tionship between the spherical aberration correction amount
and the i-MLSE can be approximated by a quadratic equa-
tion in each case.
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FIG. 9(b) is a graph showing relationships between the
focus balance value and the i-MLSE (reproduced signal
quality). Among the relationship between the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value and
the i-MLSE in FIG. 3, FIG. 9(b) shows the relationships
between the focus balance value and the i-MLSE at spheri-
cal aberration correction amounts of ‘=36’, =30, and “-24".
The spherical aberration correction amount 30’ is a spheri-
cal aberration correction amount when the i-MLSE is near
maximum; the spherical aberration correction amounts
‘=36’ and ‘-24’ are spherical aberration correction amounts
shifted from the spherical aberration correction amount
‘=30 by 6 steps. The circle, square, and triangle marks in
the graph represent the actual measurement values obtained
in the measurement of the relationship in FIG. 3, and
correspond to the cases of the spherical aberration correction
amounts ‘-36’, ‘=30°, and ‘-24’, respectively. The solid,
dashed, and dotted lines are approximation curves obtained
by approximating the actual measurement values of the
circle, square, and triangle marks by quadratic equations,
respectively. From FIG. 9(b), it can be seen that the rela-
tionship between the focus balance value and the i-MLSE
can be approximated by a quadratic equation in each case.

The above description illustrates the actual measurement
results regarding the second layer of the BD-RE. However,
the same results are obtained regarding other layers or other
types of discs although there is difference in the ellipse
shape.

Hereinafter, the adjustment method of the spherical aber-
ration correction amount and focus balance value in this
embodiment will be described with reference to FIG. 10.
FIG. 10 is obtained by adding measurement points, esti-
mated points, an ellipse center, and the like in the adjustment
method of this embodiment, to the distribution of the repro-
duced signal amplitude with respect to the spherical aber-
ration correction amount and focus balance value in FIG. 4.

In FIG. 10, the circle marks represent the measurement
points PM, at which the reproduced signal amplitudes are
measured in the adjustment method. That is, for each of the
measurement points PM, the adjustment method sets the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value to the values corresponding to the measurement point
PM, reproduces signal recorded on the optical disc 500, and
measures the reproduced signal amplitude.

The measurement points PM are arranged under the
condition that at least three measurement points PM exist on
each of at least three straight lines on a plane with coordinate
axes representing the spherical aberration correction amount
and focus adjustment value. In the example of FIG. 10, in an
x-y coordinate system (x-y plane or two-dimensional plane)
with the x-axis (horizontal axis) representing the spherical
aberration correction amount and the y-axis (vertical axis)
representing the focus balance value, three measurement
points PM exist on each of three straight lines L1, 1.2, and
L3, and a total of seven measurement points PM are
arranged. Although FIG. 10 illustrates three straight lines, at
least three straight lines are required, and the measurement
points PM may be arranged on four or more straight lines.
Further, although three measurement points are arranged on
each straight line in FIG. 10, at least three measurement
points are required per straight line, and four or more
measurement points may be arranged on one straight line.

In the setting of the measurement points PM, from the
viewpoint of ensuring the accuracy of the adjustment, it is
desirable that the interval between each measurement point
PM on each straight line is as wide as possible. This is
because if the interval between measurement points PM is
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too narrow, the difference in measurement result between the
measurement points PM becomes small, and the effect of
noise or variation becomes considerable, resulting in poor
accuracy of quadratic approximation, described later. On the
other hand, if the interval between measurement points PM
is too wide, the tracking servo is likely to become unstable.
Thus, for example, from the distribution of the tracking error
signal (TE signal) amplitude with respect to the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value shown
in FIG. 6, the measurement points PM are set so that the
interval between each measurement point PM is wide within
a range in which the stability of the tracking servo can be
ensured. In the example of FIG. 10, the measurement points
PM are arranged without considering the above, and the
interval between each measurement point PM is not very
wide.

The measurement of the reproduced signal amplitude at
each measurement point PM may be performed with the
tracking servo being off, for example. In this case, for
example, the reproduced signal amplitude may be calculated
by detecting a maximum value (peak) and a minimum value
(bottom) of the reproduced signal in one round of the disc.
This makes it possible to perform the measurement without
problems even if a measurement point PM (spherical aber-
ration correction amount and focus balance value) is
arranged in a region where the tracking servo becomes
unstable.

It is desirable to set the measurement points PM so as to
reduce the total amount of change and the total number of
changes of the spherical aberration correction amount. This
is because the spherical aberration correction lens 380 takes
longer to move than the objective lens 350, and the change
of the spherical aberration correction amount takes longer
than the change of the focus position by changing the focus
balance value. For example, the movement of the spherical
aberration correction lens 380 by a stepping motor takes
longer than the movement of the objective lens 350 by the
actuator 390 of electromagnetic drive type with coils and
magnetics. In FIG. 10, for example, the measurements at the
respective measurement points PM are performed in the
order indicated by the arrows.

In the example of FIG. 10, the straight line [.1 is parallel
to the x-axis, along which only the spherical aberration
correction amount varies; the straight line L2 is parallel to
the y-axis, along which only the focus balance value varies;
the straight line [.3 is substantially parallel to the direction
of the long axis of the ellipse when the contour line is
regarded as substantially an ellipse. The inclination of the
ellipse of the contour line greatly varies depending on the
optical specifications of the optical head 300. However,
regarding optical heads 300 having the same specifications,
the inclinations do not vary much, although they slightly
vary depending on the individual variation of the optical
head 300, temperature, and the optical disc 500 to be
reproduced. Thus, by measuring characteristics as shown in
FIG. 2 to obtain the inclination of the ellipse in advance, the
inclination of the straight line 1.3 can be set to be close to the
inclination of the actual ellipse.

Then, for each of the straight lines L1, 1.2, and L3, based
on the measurement results at the respective measurement
points PM on the straight line, the relationship between the
position of the measurement point PM and the reproduced
signal amplitude measured at the measurement point PM is
quadratically approximated. Specifically, for each straight
line, the position on the straight line is denoted as p, the
reproduced signal amplitude is denoted as q, and a quadratic
equation approximating the relationship between p and q is
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obtained from the measurement results. The quadratic
approximation equation (equation of a quadratic approxi-
mation curve) for the straight line Li (i=1, 2, 3) is expressed
as the following formula (1):

g=aixp>+bixp+ci

(D).

In the above formula (1), ai, bi, and ci are constants. For
example, for the straight line L1, the spherical aberration
correction amount is used as p, and the coefficients al, b1,
and c1 in the quadratic approximation equation are obtained;
for the straight line 1.2, the focus balance value is used as p,
and the coefficients a2, b2, and ¢2 in the quadratic approxi-
mation equation are obtained; for the straight line L3, the
spherical aberration correction amount (or focus balance
value) is used as p, and the coefficients a3, b3, and ¢3 in the
quadratic approximation equation are obtained.

FIG. 11 shows quadratic approximation curves obtained
by the above quadratic approximation. FIG. 11(a) shows a
quadratic approximation curve C1 approximating the mea-
surement results at the measurement points PM on the
straight line L1; FIG. 11(b) shows a quadratic approximation
curve C2 approximating the measurement results at the
measurement points PM on the straight line [.2; FIG. 11(c)
shows a quadratic approximation curve C3 approximating
the measurement results at the measurement points PM on
the straight line 3. The circle marks in the graphs indicate
the measurement points PM.

Then, for each of the straight lines L1, .2, and L3, from
the quadratic approximation curve obtained by the quadratic
approximation, one or more positions at which the repro-
duced signal amplitude has a predetermined estimation
value (or level) ZE on the straight line are obtained as
estimated points PE. That is, for each straight line, from the
quadratic approximation equation obtained for the straight
line, one or more values of the position p satisfying q=ZE,
are obtained. For example, for the straight line .1 (i=1, 2, 3),
the one or more positions p (estimated points PE) at which
the reproduced signal amplitude is equal to the estimation
value ZE can be obtained from the following formula (2) by
using the coefficients ai, bi, and ci of the quadratic equation
obtained by the quadratic approximation as the solutions of
the quadratic equation:

q={-bi=V(bi®~4xaix(ci-ZE)) /(2xai) ).

For example, a total of six estimated points PE are
obtained by obtaining the estimated points PE on each of the
three straight lines [.1, 1.2, and [.3. FIGS. 10 and 11 show the
estimated points PE when the estimation value ZE is 1.07 V
with the square marks.

Then, on the x-y plane, an ellipse approximation is
performed on the obtained six estimated points PE. FIG. 10
shows an ellipse DE derived from the ellipse approximation.
This ellipse DE is an approximation ellipse corresponding to
the contour line on which the reproduced signal amplitude is
the predetermined estimation value ZE (e.g., 1.07 V).

An ellipse equation is expressed, for example, by the
following formula (3) with the spherical aberration correc-
tion amount x and focus balance value y:

AP +Bxxxp+CxV?+Dxx+Exy+1=0 3)

The equation of the ellipse DE can be derived by obtain-
ing the coefficients A, B, C, D, and E in the above formula
(3) from the obtained estimated points PE. The coefficients
A, B, C,D, and E can be derived from at least five estimated
points PE, and can be obtained, for example, by using five
of the obtained six estimated points PE to solve the follow-
ing five linear equations (4) to (8):
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Axx124+Bxx1xp1 +Cxy12+Dxxl+Exyl=—1 (4);

AxxP4+Bxx2xy2+Cxy22+Dxx2+Exy2=—1 (5);

Axx324+Bxx3xp3+Cxy32+Dxx3+Exy3=—1 (6);

AxxA +Bxxdxyd+Cxyd+Dxxd+Exyd=—1 (7);

AxX5Z4+BXx5xp5+COx Y52 +Dxx5+Exy5=—1 (®).

In the above equations (4) to (8), xn (n=1 to 5) is the
x-coordinate value (spherical aberration correction amount)
of each of the five estimated points PEn; yn (n=1 to 5) is the
y-coordinate value (focus balance value) of each of the five
estimated points PEn.

The above example derives the equation of the ellipse DE
by using only five of the obtained six estimated points PE,
but the equation of the ellipse DE may be derived using all
of the six estimated points PE by, for example, the least
squares method.

For example, when only five of the six estimated points
PE are used, among the six estimated points PE, the esti-
mated point having the smallest minimum value is omitted,
the minimum value being the smallest of the sums of the
distances from other two points. Here, the ‘minimum value’
means, for a certain estimated point PE, the sum of the
distances from the two points closest to the certain estimated
point PE among the estimated points PE other than the
certain estimated point PE; ‘the estimated point having the
smallest minimum value’ means the estimated point having
the smallest sum of the distances. Another method may
obtain an average value xave of the x-coordinate values
(spherical aberration correction amounts) and an average
value yave of the y-coordinate values (focus balance values)
of the six estimated points PE, and omit the estimated point
closest to the average value (xave, yave) of the estimated
points PE among the six estimated points PE.

Then, a center PC of the ellipse DE is calculated from the
derived equation (or ellipse coefficients) of the ellipse DE.
FIG. 10 shows the center PC of the ellipse DE with the star
mark. The ellipse center PC (xc, yc) can be obtained, for
example, by solving the following linear equations (9) and
(10):

2xAxxc+Bxyc=-D (9); and

Bxxc+2xCxyc=—E (10).

The ellipse center PC may be obtained by methods other
than solving the above linear equations.

The obtained ellipse center PC corresponds to a position
at which the reproduced signal amplitude is maximum, and
is the result of the adjustment of the spherical aberration
correction amount and focus balance value. For example, the
coordinates of the ellipse center PC is set or used as the
optimum spherical aberration correction amount and focus
balance value.

Other examples of the arrangement of the measurement
points PM will now be described. In the adjustment method
of the spherical aberration correction amount and focus
balance value in this first embodiment, the measurement
points PM are set under the condition that three or more
measurement points PM are arranged on each of different
three or more straight lines on the x-y coordinate system
(two-dimensional plane) having the x-coordinate represent-
ing the spherical aberration correction amount and the
y-coordinate representing the focus balance value.

FIG. 12 shows six exemplary arrangements different from
the exemplary arrangement of the measurement points PM
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in FIG. 10. In the exemplary arrangements in FIG. 12, three
straight lines L1, L2, and .3 are arranged.

In FIG. 10, the three measurement points PM are arranged
on each of the three straight lines L1, .2, and .3; the straight
line L1 is parallel to the x-axis along which only the
spherical aberration correction amount varies; the straight
line L2 is parallel to the y-axis along which only the focus
balance value varies; the straight line 1.3 is substantially
parallel to the long axis direction of the ellipse when the
contour line is regarded as substantially an ellipse; all the
three straight lines pass through one of the measurement
points PM; a total of seven measurement points PM are
arranged.

In FIG. 12(a), while three measurement points PM are
arranged on each of the three straight lines L1, [.2, and L3,
the total number of measurement points PM is six, which is
smaller than in FIG. 10. This makes it possible to reduce the
number of measurements at the measurement points PM and
the overall adjustment time, compared with the case of FIG.
10.

In FIG. 12(b), the straight line 1.2 is parallel to the y-axis,
and the straight lines .1 and L3 are both inclined to the x-
and y-axes. All of the straight lines intersect at one inter-
section, one measurement point PM is arranged at the
intersection, and six measurement points PM are arranged
symmetrically with respect to the measurement point PM at
the intersection horizontally (in the x-axis direction) and
vertically (in the y-axis direction). For example, depending
on the specifications or the like of the optical head 300, when
the contour line of the distribution of the reproduced signal
amplitude or reproduced signal quality with respect to the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value is not inclined obliquely, and the long and short axes
of the ellipse corresponding to the contour line are respec-
tively parallel to the x- and y-axes, the arrangement of the
measurement points PM as shown in FIG. 12(5) is consid-
ered to be desirable. An arrangement obtained by turning the
arrangement of FIG. 12(5) by 90 degrees about the mea-
surement point PM at the intersection (center) may be used.
However, this arrangement requires at least five changes of
the spherical aberration correction amount, and therefore
requires a longer time for adjustment than the arrangement
of FIG. 12(4) when the optical information processing
apparatus 100 has a configuration in which it takes time to
change the spherical aberration correction amount.

In FIG. 12(c), all of the three straight lines [.1, .2, and [.3
are inclined to the x- and y-axes, and the straight lines [.2
and L3 are substantially perpendicular to each other. For
example, the straight line L3 is parallel to the long axis of
the ellipse shown in FIG. 10, and the straight line L2 is
parallel to the short axis of the ellipse. The straight line L1
is inclined with respect to both the straight lines [.2 and L3.
The straight lines L1, L2, and L3 intersect at one intersec-
tion, and one measurement point PM is arranged at the
intersection. On each of the three straight lines L1, L.2, and
L3, one measurement point PM is arranged on each side of
the measurement point PM at the intersection. The x-coor-
dinate value (spherical aberration correction amount) of the
measurement point PM on each side is the same between the
three straight lines. The y-coordinate value (focus balance
value) of the measurement point PM on each side of the
intersection on the straight line L1 is near the center between
the measurement point PM on each side of the intersection
on the straight line [.2 and the measurement point PM on
each side of the intersection on the straight line [.3. Such an
arrangement of the measurement points PM makes it pos-
sible to obtain estimated points PE in the directions of the
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long and short axes of the ellipse, and the accuracy of the
ellipse equation obtained from the estimated points PE is
thought to be improved.

Further, in FIG. 12(¢), three measurement points PM are
also arranged on each of straight lines [.4 and L5 indicated
by dashed lines. By performing quadratic approximation to
obtain estimated points PE on the straight lines 1.4 and L5,
at most ten estimated points PE including the estimated
points PE on the straight lines [L1, [.2, and L3 are obtained.
By obtaining the ellipse equation from these ten estimated
points PE, the accuracy of the obtained ellipse is improved.

In FIG. 12(d), all of the three straight lines L1, 1.2, and L3
are parallel to the x- or y-axis. As in FIG. 12(c), estimated
points PE can be obtained on the straight lines [.4 and L5.

FIG. 12(e) shows an example in which four measurement
points PM are arranged on each of the three straight lines L1,
L2, and L3. In this case, for each of the straight lines, it is
possible to perform a quadratic approximation using the
positions of the four measurement points PM and the
measurement results thereof by means of, for example, the
least squares method and obtain estimated points PE. This
makes it possible to improve the accuracy of the quadratic
approximations, and improve the accuracy of the estimated
points PE obtained from the results of the quadratic approxi-
mations and the accuracy of the ellipse derived from the
estimated points PE.

In FIG. 12(e), an additional quadratic approximation may
be performed on the straight line [.4, as in FIGS. 12(c) and
12(d). Instead of arranging four measurement points PM on
each of the three straight lines, it is possible to arrange four
measurement points PM on only one or two of the three
straight lines. It is effective to increase the number of
measurement points PM on a straight line on which the error
of the quadratic approximation is likely to occur; for
example, four or more measurement points PM are arranged
on the straight line L3, which is parallel to the long axis
direction of the ellipse.

In FIG. 12(f), the arrangement of the measurement points
PM is the same as that in FIG. 10. In this example, straight
lines 1.4 and L5 each passing through a measurement point
PM on the straight line [.1 and a measurement point PM on
the straight line [.2 are further set. The reproduced signal
amplitudes at the intersection (triangle mark in the diagram)
of the straight lines [.4 and L3 and at the intersection
(triangle mark in the diagram) of the straight lines L5 and L3
are derived, as virtual measurement results, from the result
of the quadratic approximation on the straight line L.3. The
intersections will be referred to below as the ‘measurement
points PM2’. On each of the straight lines [.4 and L5, there
are three measurement points including two measurement
points PM and one measurement point PM2, and additional
estimated points PE can be obtained by quadratic approxi-
mation. Thereby, the ellipse equation can be obtained from
more estimated points PE than the six estimated points PE
on the straight lines [.1, [.2, and L3. Thus, compared with
the case of FIG. 10, since the number of estimated points PE
can be increased without increasing the number of measure-
ment points PM, the accuracy of the ellipse equation derived
from the estimated points PE can be improved without
increasing the time required for the measurements.

FIGS. 10 and 12 illustrate exemplary arrangements of the
measurement points PM; the measurement points PM may
be arranged in other patterns, as long as at least three
measurement points PM are arranged on each of at least
three straight lines. When a measurement point PM2 is
obtained from the quadratic approximation result on a
straight line as in FIG. 12(f), an arrangement is possible in
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which at least three measurement points, each of which may
be a measurement point PM or PM2, are arranged on each
of three or more straight lines including a straight line
passing through a measurement point PM2. That is, the
measurement point PM2 may be used as the measurement
point PM.

The arrangement of the measurement points PM may be
set, for example, in accordance with the distribution (shape
or inclination of the ellipse) of the reproduced signal ampli-
tude or the reproduced signal quality with respect to the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value, which varies depending on the specifications of the
optical head 300 or the like; the same arrangement of the
measurement points PM may be used for optical heads 300
having the same specifications.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure of
the reproduction operation of the optical information pro-
cessing apparatus 100 in this embodiment. The procedure of
the reproduction operation of the optical information pro-
cessing apparatus 100 will be described below with refer-
ence to FIG. 13.

First, when an optical disc 500 is inserted into the optical
information processing apparatus 100, a sensor (not shown)
detects it (step S10) and notifies the central control unit 200,
which drives the optical head 300 via the actuator control
unit 170 or the like and determines the type (CD, DVD, or
BD etc.) of the optical disc 500 inserted into the optical
information processing apparatus 100, how many layers the
optical disc 500 has, and the like (step S11).

Next, in step S12, the central control unit 200 performs
initial adjustments including rough adjustments of a tilt
angle against the optical disc 500, gain settings for various
signals, servo conditions, and the like, and then in step S13,
adjusts the spherical aberration correction amount and focus
balance value. The process in step S13 will be detailed later.

Next, the central control unit 200 reads, from the optical
disc 500, specific information of the optical disc, control
information for controlling the reproduction operation, and
other information, and determines whether to start repro-
duction (step S14), starting the reproduction (main repro-
duction) of intended data from the optical disc 500 in step
S15.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing the process in step S13 in
FIG. 13. The adjustment (or determination of the combina-
tion) of the spherical aberration correction amount and focus
balance value in step S13 will be described below with
reference to FIG. 14.

First, in step S20, the central control unit 200 controls the
sled motor 151 via the sled motor control unit 150 to move
the optical head 300 to an adjustment area for adjusting the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value, thereby allowing signals in the adjustment area in the
optical disc 500 to be reproduced.

The adjustment area is an already-recorded area in which
signals are already recorded on the optical disc 500, and
includes, for example, a data area in which reproduction data
are recorded, a disc management area (generally located at
an inner circumference of the optical disc 500) in which the
specific information, such as an 1D, of the optical disc 500
is recorded, and a recording management area (generally
located at an inner circumference of the optical disc 500) for
managing addresses in the optical disc 500 at which data are
recorded or the like.

When the optical disc 500 has multiple information
recording layers, each of the information recording layers
requires the adjustment of the spherical aberration correction
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amount and focus balance value, which requires reproducing
the information recording layer for which the adjustment is
to be performed.

Next, in step S21, the central control unit 200 determines
measurement points PM. In the determination of the mea-
surement points PM, it may set a reference point and
determine the measurement points PM by using combina-
tions of differences of the spherical aberration correction
amount and focus balance value from the reference point, or
may determine in advance the combinations of the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value for all
of the measurement points PM. For example, when deter-
mining the measurement points PM after setting the refer-
ence point, a spherical aberration correction amount and a
focus balance value are stored in advance for each type of
optical disc 500 and for each recording layer in the ROM
220, RAM 230, or the like, and the central control unit 200
reads, from among the stored spherical aberration correction
amounts and focus balance values, the values corresponding
to the optical disc 500 and recording layer for which the
adjustment is to be performed, setting the values as the
reference point. Then, it reads, from the ROM 220 or RAM
230, data required for determining the measurement points
PM, such as data of the differences from the reference point,
and determines all the measurement points PM. If the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value are roughly adjusted in the rough adjustments of the
servo conditions or the like in step S12, the adjustment
results may be set as the reference point. It is not necessary
to determine all the measurement points PM in step S21; the
position of the next measurement point PM may be deter-
mined based on the measurement results in the following
step S22, for example.

Next, in step S22, the central control unit 200 measures
the reproduced signal amplitude at each of the measurement
points PM determined in step S21. Specifically, the central
control unit 200 sets the spherical aberration correction
amount and focus balance value to the values corresponding
to the first measurement point PM and measures the repro-
duced signal amplitude. Then, it sets the spherical aberration
correction amount and focus balance value to the values
corresponding to the second and subsequent measurement
points PM in a measurement order, and measures the repro-
duced signal amplitude at each of the measurement points
PM in order, obtaining a measurement result at each of the
measurement points PM. That is, in accordance with a
predetermined measurement order, for each of the measure-
ment points PM, the central control unit 200 reproduces the
optical disc 500 using the spherical aberration correction
amount and focus balance value corresponding to the mea-
surement point PM to measure the reproduced signal ampli-
tude.

Next, in step S23, the central control unit 200 performs
the quadratic approximation process on the measurement
results at the respective measurement points PM in step S22
along the three or more straight lines (here, three straight
lines L1, L2, and L3) each passing through at least three
measurement points PM, obtaining quadratic approximation
equations (or coefficients of quadratic equations).

Next, in step S24, for each of the straight lines L1, [.2, and
L3, the central control unit 200 calculates, from the coeffi-
cients of the quadratic equation obtained in step S23, posi-
tions at which the reproduced signal amplitude has the
estimation value ZE, as the estimated points PE.

The estimation value ZE need not necessarily be a pre-
determined value; it may be calculated and set from the
measurement results of the reproduced signal amplitude at
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the measurement points PM, for example. In this case, for
example, the maximum value of the quadratic approxima-
tion curve is obtained from the quadratic equation coeffi-
cients obtained in step S23 for each of the straight lines L1,
L2, and L3, and the estimation value ZE is set to a value
smaller than the smallest of the obtained three maximum
values. Alternatively, the estimation value ZE may be set to
a value smaller than the smallest of the measurement results
at the measurement points PM.

Instead of using only one estimation value ZE, it is
possible to set different multiple estimation values ZE,
obtain estimated points PE at the respective estimation
values ZE, and obtain ellipse centers PC at the respective
estimation values ZE from the obtained estimated points PE.

Next, in step S25, the central control unit 200 calculates
the ellipse equation (or ellipse coefficients constituting the
ellipse equation) from the estimated points PE obtained in
step S24, and then in step S26, calculates an ellipse center
PC (xc, yc) from the ellipse equation (or ellipse coefficients)
obtained in step S25.

Next, in step S27, the central control unit 200 sets the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value to the ellipse center PC obtained in step S26. That is,
it sets the spherical aberration correction amount to xc and
the focus balance value to yc, completing the adjustment of
the spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value in step S13.

The following advantages (1) to (7) can be obtained from
this embodiment described above.

(1) In this embodiment, the optical information process-
ing apparatus measures a signal characteristic of the repro-
duced signal at each of at least three measurement positions
on each of at least three straight lines on a plane having
coordinate axes representing the spherical aberration cor-
rection amount and focus adjustment value (e.g., focus
balance value), obtains, from the results of the measure-
ments, as estimated positions, at least five positions on the
plane at which the signal characteristic has substantially the
same value (or level), and adjusts the spherical aberration
correction amount and focus adjustment value based on the
at least five estimated positions. Thus, this embodiment
makes it possible to adjust the spherical aberration correc-
tion amount and focus adjustment value by measurements at
at least six measurement positions, that is, with a small
number of measurement points. Therefore, for example, the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus position
can be adjusted in a short time.

(2) The optical information processing apparatus obtains
a center of an ellipse obtained by performing an ellipse
approximation on the above at least five estimated positions,
and adjusts the spherical aberration correction amount and
focus position based on the center of the ellipse. This makes
it possible to obtain a position at which the signal charac-
teristic of the reproduced signal is maximum or near maxi-
mum on the plane with the spherical aberration correction
amount and focus adjustment value as coordinate axes, and
accurately perform the adjustment based on the position.
Specifically, it is possible to obtain, as an ellipse center, a
center of a contour line (distribution) on which the signal
characteristic has substantially the same value, and set the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus adjustment
value to optimum or near optimum values based on the
ellipse center. Also, based on the fact that a contour line of
the signal characteristic with respect to the spherical aber-
ration correction amount and focus balance value is sub-
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stantially an ellipse, the ellipse is estimated, and the center
of the ellipse is obtained. This enables adjustment with a
margin ensured.

(3) The optical information processing apparatus obtains,
for each of the straight lines, one or more positions on the
plane at which the signal characteristic has a predetermined
value, as the estimated positions, from an approximation
result obtained by approximating a relationship between the
measurement position and the signal characteristic measured
at the measurement position by a second or higher order
polynomial, and obtains a center of the ellipse by using at
least five of the obtained estimated positions. This makes it
possible to obtain the estimated positions accurately, and
obtain the center of the ellipse with high accuracy.

(4) The optical information processing apparatus uses an
amplitude of the reproduced signal as the signal character-
istic of the reproduced signal. According to this aspect, the
adjustment time can be reduced as compared with the case
where a quality of the reproduced signal is used.

(5) The optical information processing apparatus uses a
quality of the reproduced signal as the signal characteristic
of the reproduced signal. According to this aspect, the
adjustment can be made so as to provide a good reproduced
signal quality as compared with the case where an amplitude
of the reproduced signal is used.

(6) The arrangement of the measurement positions and the
measurement order are set so as to reduce the number of
changes and amount of change of the spherical aberration
correction amount. This makes it possible to reduce the
change of the spherical aberration correction amount, which
takes time, and perform the adjustment in a short time.

(7) One of the at least three straight lines is substantially
parallel to a long axis direction of the ellipse when a contour
line of the signal characteristic is regarded as an ellipse.
According to this aspect, the approximation ellipse can be
obtained accurately. For example, in the estimation of the
ellipse, a large error may occur in the long axis direction.
This error can be reduced by performing the measurements
at positions along the long axis direction, according to the
present aspect.

The above description illustrates a method in which the
adjustment is performed by measuring the reproduced signal
amplitude, but the adjustment may be performed by mea-
suring the reproduced signal quality in the same way. In this
case, conditions for obtaining the estimated points PE need
to be defined by the magnitude of the reproduced signal
quality in place of the reproduced signal amplitude. When an
index (e.g., i-MLSE) that becomes smaller as the reproduc-
tion quality becomes higher is used as the reproduced signal
quality, it is desirable that the estimation value is set to be
larger than the largest of the measurement results at the
respective measurement points PM. When the adjustment is
performed by measuring the reproduced signal quality, since
it takes time to measure the reproduced signal quality, the
entire adjustment time becomes longer, but the reproduced
signal quality becomes higher, as compared with the case of
measuring the reproduced signal amplitude. This is because
the distribution of the reproduced signal amplitude differs
slightly from that of the reproduced signal quality (see FIG.
7).

It is also possible to measure the reproduced signal
amplitude to obtain the ellipse center PC, set again the
measurement points PM with the ellipse center PC as the
reference point (or set again the measurement points PM
near the ellipse center PC), and measure the reproduced
signal qualities at the measurement points PM to obtain the
ellipse center PC again. The reason for doing so is that, when
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the measurement points PM are far away from the ellipse
center PC, it may be impossible to measure the reproduced
signal quality properly, or the value of the reproduced signal
quality may be saturated. By obtaining the ellipse center PC
based on the reproduced signal amplitudes once, setting
again the measurement points PM based on the ellipse center
PC, and measuring the reproduced signal qualities at the
measurement points PM, appropriate measurement results of
the reproduced signal qualities are obtained, and the ellipse
center PC can be obtained accurately.

When the ellipse center PC is obtained by measuring the
reproduced signal amplitudes, it is also possible to obtain in
advance the differences of the spherical aberration correc-
tion amount and focus balance value between the ellipse
centers of the reproduced signal amplitude and the repro-
duced signal quality as shown in FIG. 7, and correct the
position of the ellipse center PC of the reproduced signal
amplitude obtained from the measurement results by adding
the differences to the ellipse center PC. The above differ-
ences need to be set in consideration of individual variation
of the optical information processing apparatus 100 or the
optical disc 500 regarding the positional relationship
between the ellipse centers of the reproduced signal ampli-
tude and the reproduced signal quality, or the like.

Although the above description illustrates a case where
the ellipse of the contour line is inclined with respect to the
x- and y-axes, depending on the optical specifications of the
optical head 300, the ellipse of the contour line may have no
or small inclination. In this case, although the ellipse center
PC can be obtained in the same way, it is desirable that the
arrangement of the measurement points PM or the like is set
so that the ellipse can be estimated appropriately, for
example.

The above description mainly illustrates a case where the
quadratic approximation is performed using three measure-
ment points PM, but the quadratic approximation may be
performed using four or more measurement points PM in
order to improve the accuracy of the adjustment. Thus, four
or more measurement points PM may be arranged on each
of the three straight lines. It is not necessary that the same
number of measurement points PM are arranged on each of
the three straight lines; for example, it is possible to increase
the number of measurement points PM on the straight lines,
giving priority to a direction (e.g., direction of the straight
line L3 in FIG. 10) in which the variation of the reproduced
signal amplitude is small.

When four or more measurement points PM are arranged
on each of the straight lines, a third or higher order poly-
nomial approximation may be performed instead of the
quadratic approximation. However, the number of measure-
ment points PM needs to be equal to or larger than the order
of the polynomial approximation. With a configuration in
which such a polynomial approximation is performed, even
when the actual characteristic is asymmetric, such as when
the approximation is performed at a location away from the
ellipse center on a straight line obliquely crossing the long
and short axes of the ellipse, the approximation can be
performed properly and the estimated points PE for obtain-
ing the ellipse equation can be obtained accurately.

The above description illustrates a case where the
obtained ellipse center PC is set as the optimum spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value, but it
is also possible to optimally adjust the spherical aberration
correction amount and focus balance value while further
measuring the reproduced signal amplitudes or reproduced
signal qualities near the obtained ellipse center PC, improv-
ing the adjustment accuracy.
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The above description illustrates a configuration that
obtains the ellipse equation from at least five estimated
positions and calculates the center of the ellipse from the
ellipse equation, but the optical information processing
apparatus may perform the adjustment based on the at least
five estimated positions in other ways. For example, the
optical information processing apparatus may store in
advance a table in which combinations of five estimated
positions are associated with optimum combinations of the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value, and determine, with reference to the table, the opti-
mum combination of the spherical aberration correction
amount and focus balance value from the combination of the
five estimated positions.

The above description illustrates a case where the optical
information processing apparatus 100 is an optical repro-
ducing apparatus, but the optical information processing
apparatus 100 may be an apparatus (optical recording appa-
ratus) for recording onto the optical disc 500. In this case,
the optical information processing apparatus 100 includes,
in addition to the configuration shown in FIG. 1, control
units required for recording onto the optical disc 500, such
as a data encoder for encoding user data from a host
controller into data to be recorded on the optical disc 500,
and a control unit regarding write strategy control for
controlling the emission of a laser during recording onto the
optical disc 500.

When the spherical aberration correction amount and
focus balance value are adjusted in the optical recording
apparatus, the adjustment is performed by reproducing an
already-recorded area in which signals are recorded on the
optical disc 500. If the optical disc 500, such as a blank disc,
has no already-recorded area, an already-recorded area may
be created by, for example, performing test writing or
another writing in a test recording area for adjusting the laser
power or another area, and the spherical aberration correc-
tion amount and focus balance value may be adjusted by
using the created already-recorded area.

The adjustment method in this embodiment may be used
in a rough adjustment performed in an initial adjustment. In
particular, when the optical information processing appara-
tus 100 is an optical recording apparatus and the optical disc
500 is a disc, such as a blank disc, having no already-
recorded area, the spherical aberration correction amount
and focus balance value may be adjusted in a rough adjust-
ment so that the amplitude of the tracking error signal is
made maximum. Also, when the optical information pro-
cessing apparatus 100 is an optical reproducing apparatus,
the spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value may be adjusted so that the amplitude of the tracking
error signal is made maximum, for stable operation of the
tracking servo. When a contour line (or distribution) of the
amplitude of the tracking error signal is similar to that of the
amplitude of the reproduced signal, the optical information
processing apparatus 100 may adjust the spherical aberration
correction amount and focus balance value using the ampli-
tude of the tracking error signal as the signal characteristic
of the reproduced signal. For example, in step S22 in FIG.
14, the amplitudes of the tracking error signals may be
measured instead of the reproduced signal amplitudes, and
the respective processes in steps S23 to S27 may be per-
formed using the measurement results of the amplitudes of
the tracking error signals.

In the example of FIG. 10, a relationship between the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value and the signal characteristic of the reproduced signal
is measured and the inclination of the ellipse is obtained in
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advance, and the straight line [.3 is set to have an inclination
close to that of the ellipse. However, the inclination of the
ellipse may vary depending on the reflectivity of the optical
disc 500. For example, in a configuration that appropriately
changes an output gain setting of the photodetector 370 or a
gain setting of the head amplifier 110 in accordance with the
reflectivity of the optical disc 500, the relationship between
the spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value and the signal characteristic of the reproduced signal
may vary depending on the reflectivity of the optical disc
500, and the inclination of the ellipse may vary. Thus, the
optical information processing apparatus 100 may store in
advance correspondence information indicating a correspon-
dence between the reflectivity of the optical disc 500 and the
inclination of the ellipse; then, in the adjustment, it may
obtain reflectivity information indicating the reflectivity of
the optical disc 500 to be adjusted, specify the inclination of
the ellipse corresponding to the reflectivity of the optical
disc 500 to be adjusted based on the reflectivity information
and correspondence information, and set the straight line [.3
to have the specified inclination. Specifically, the optical
information processing apparatus 100 may store the incli-
nation of the ellipse for each type or reflectivity of the
optical disc 500, or for each gain setting of the photodetector
370 or head amplifier 110; then, in the adjustment, it may
obtain the type or reflectivity of the optical disc 500 to be
adjusted, or gain setting of the photodetector 370 or the like,
obtain the inclination of the ellipse corresponding to the type
or the like of the optical disc 500 to be adjusted using the
stored information, and set the obtained inclination as the
inclination of the straight line 1.3. The correspondence
information is obtained, for example, by measuring the
inclinations of the ellipses for plural optical discs having
different reflectivities.

Second Embodiment

The optical information processing apparatus in the sec-
ond embodiment will be described below. The optical infor-
mation processing apparatus in the second embodiment
differs from the optical information processing apparatus in
the first embodiment in regard to the adjustment process but
otherwise is the same. Descriptions of parts that are the same
as in the first embodiment will be omitted or simplified in the
description below, and the same reference characters will be
used for elements that are the same as or correspond to those
in the first embodiment.

The central control unit 200 determines the validity of the
measurements of the signal characteristics; if it is deter-
mined that the measurements are invalid, it measures the
signal characteristic at an additional measurement position,
and adjusts the spherical aberration correction amount and
focus adjustment value from the measurement results
including the signal characteristic measured at the additional
measurement position.

In this example, the central control unit 200 determines,
from a relationship between the obtained ellipse center and
the measurement positions used in the derivation of the
ellipse center, whether the ellipse center is valid, and if the
ellipse center is invalid, determines that the measurements
are invalid. Specifically, when the ellipse center is away
from the measurement positions more than a predetermined
standard, the central control unit 200 determines that the
ellipse center is invalid. More specifically, when the ellipse
center is not within a predetermined range defined by the
measurement positions, the central control unit 200 deter-
mines that the ellipse center is invalid. For example, when
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the x-coordinate value of the ellipse center is within a range
(between the smallest and the largest) of the x-coordinate
values of the measurement points PM and the y-coordinate
value of the ellipse center is within a range (between the
smallest and the largest) of the y-coordinate values of the
measurement points PM, the central control unit 200 deter-
mines that it is valid; otherwise, it determines that it is
invalid. Alternatively, for example, if the ellipse center is in
an area of a figure (e.g., hexagon in FIG. 10) obtained by
connecting the measurement points PM with straight lines,
the central control unit 200 determines that it is valid;
otherwise, it determines that it is invalid. The predetermined
standard and predetermined range are not limited to the
above examples; they may be set appropriately.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing the adjustment process in
the second embodiment. The adjustment process of FIG. 15
is performed in step S13 in FIG. 13 instead of the adjustment
process of FIG. 14, for example. The adjustment of the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value in this embodiment will be described below with
reference to FIG. 15.

In FIG. 15, the process until the ellipse center PC is
calculated (i.e., the process from step S20 to step S26) is
generally the same as in FIG. 14, and the central control unit
200 calculates the ellipse center PC, as in the first embodi-
ment (steps S20 to S26).

After the calculation of the ellipse center PC, in step S28,
the central control unit 200 determines, based on a positional
relationship between the ellipse center PC calculated in step
S26 and the measurement points PM determined in step S21,
the validity (YES/NO) of the calculated ellipse center PC.
For example, if the ellipse center PC is within a predeter-
mined range defined by the measurement points PM, the
central control unit 200 determines YES (valid); if the
ellipse center PC is not within the predetermined range, it
determines NO (invalid).

If the YES/NO determination in step S28 is YES, the
central control unit 200 sets the spherical aberration correc-
tion amount and focus balance value to the ellipse center PC
obtained in step S26 (step S27), and ends the adjustment of
the spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value.

On the other hand, if the YES/NO determination in step
S28 is NO, the central control unit 200 advances the
processing to step S29.

In step S29, the central control unit 200 determines
additional measurement points PM3 as extra measurement
points different from the existing measurement points. For
example, on each of the straight lines .1, L.2, and L3 in the
determination of the measurement points PM in step S21, it
sets an additional measurement point PM3 at a position
closer to the ellipse center PC calculated in step S26 than the
existing measurement points.

The determination of the additional measurement points
PM3 will be described below with reference to FIG. 16. FIG.
16 is generally the same as FIG. 10 and shows the contour
lines of the reproduced signal amplitude and straight lines
L1, L2, and L3. FIG. 16 further shows measurement points
PM (circle marks) determined in step S21, estimated points
PE (white square marks) calculated in step S24, an ellipse
DE1 obtained by the approximation in step S25, and an
ellipse center PC1 calculated in step S26. In the example of
FIG. 16, the measurement points PM are set at positions
shifted from those in FIG. 10 in the minus directions of both
the spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value; the obtained ellipse DE1 is larger than the actual one
due to the error in the quadratic approximation in step S23;
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the position of the obtained ellipse center PC1 is displaced
from the actual position. This is thought to be because when
the measurement points PM are away from the actual ellipse
center, which is near the point PC2 in FIG. 16, (e.g., when
a range of the measurement points PM does not include the
actual ellipse center), for example, a range of the measure-
ment points PM on the straight line L3 does not include a
point at which the reproduced signal amplitude is maximum
on the straight line 1.3, and an error (i.e., approximation
error) between the quadratic approximation curve and the
actual characteristic of the reproduced signal amplitude
tends to become large.

Thus, when the ellipse center PC1 calculated in step S26
is not within the range of the measurement points PM, it is
highly likely that the ellipse center PC1 calculated in step
S26 is displaced from the actual ellipse center (optimum
values to which the spherical aberration correction amount
and focus balance value should be adjusted).

Therefore, in this embodiment, if the relationship between
the measurement points PM and the ellipse center PC is
determined to be NO in step S28, the additional measure-
ment points PM3 are set in step S29 so that the displacement
can be corrected.

FIG. 16 shows an example of the additional measurement
points PM3 with the triangle marks. In the example of FIG.
16, one additional measurement point PM3 is set on each of
the existing straight lines L1, [.2, and 1.3; on each of the
straight lines, the additional measurement point PM3 is set
at a position closer to the ellipse center PC1 calculated in
step S26 than the existing measurement points PM (i.e.,
position shifted from the existing measurement points PM in
a direction approaching the ellipse center PC1).

After the determination of the additional measurement
points PM3, in step S30, the central control unit 200
measures the reproduced signal amplitude at each of the
determined additional measurement points PM3. That is, for
each of the additional measurement points PM3, it sets the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value to the values corresponding to the additional measure-
ment point PM and measures the reproduced signal ampli-
tude.

Next, the central control unit 200 returns to step S23 to
perform the quadratic approximation process. This quadratic
approximation process is performed by using the measure-
ment results at the additional measurement points PM3 in
step S30 in addition to the existing measurement results at
the measurement points PM, so that the results of the
quadratic approximations are updated.

Then, based on the quadratic approximation results
updated in step S23, the central control unit 200 calculates
again the estimated points PE (black square marks in FIG.
16) in step S24, calculates the ellipse equation (correspond-
ing to the ellipse DE2 in FIG. 16) in step S25, and performs
the calculation of the ellipse center in step S26 to obtain the
ellipse center PC2 (see FIG. 16).

Next, in step S28, the central control unit 200 determines
the validity of the ellipse center based on a relationship
between the measurement points including the additional
measurement points PM3 and the result (ellipse center PC2)
of the ellipse center PC calculated again in step S26,
proceeds to step S27 if it is valid, and proceeds to step S29
if it is invalid. Thus, until a valid ellipse center is calculated,
the process of setting the additional measurement points
PM3 and obtaining the ellipse center is performed repeat-
edly; when a valid ellipse center is calculated, the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value are set
to the ellipse center.
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In addition to the foregoing advantages (1) to (7), the
following advantages (8) to (10) can be obtained from this
embodiment described above.

(8) The optical information processing apparatus deter-
mines the validity of the measurements, and if it is deter-
mined that they are invalid, measures the signal character-
istic at an additional measurement position and adjusts the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus adjustment
value from the measurement results including the signal
characteristic measured at the additional measurement posi-
tion. This makes it possible to perform the adjustment based
on more appropriate measurement results.

(9) The optical information processing apparatus deter-
mines, from a relationship between the measurement posi-
tions and the obtained ellipse center, the validity of the
ellipse center, and if it is invalid (or if there are likely to be
problems), sets an additional measurement position, per-
forms an additional measurement at the additional measure-
ment position, and combining it with the measurement
results at the existing measurement positions, obtains the
ellipse center again. This makes it possible to obtain the
ellipse center appropriately, and perform the adjustment
appropriately. In particular, even if an optimum position of
the spherical aberration correction amount and focus adjust-
ment value is greatly displaced from the initially set mea-
surement positions, the ellipse center can be calculated
appropriately.

(10) If the obtained ellipse center is not within a prede-
termined range defined by the measurement positions
(within a range of the measurement positions), the optical
information processing apparatus determines that the mea-
surements (or ellipse center) are invalid; if the ellipse center
is within the range, it determines that it is valid. This aspect
makes it possible to properly determine whether the
obtained ellipse center is valid, and obtain the ellipse center
properly.

In the above description, the additional measurement
points PM are set on all of the existing straight lines Li, 1.2,
and L3. However, in the case as shown in FIG. 16, the
additional measurement point PM3 may be set only on the
straight line 1.3. This is because, in the case as shown in FIG.
16, while the measurement range on each of the straight
lines I.1 and L2 includes a point at which the reproduced
signal amplitude is maximum on the straight line and the
quadratic approximation results are less likely to include
large errors, the measurement range on the straight line [.3
does not include a point at which the reproduced signal
amplitude is maximum on the straight line and the quadratic
approximation result is more likely to include a large error.

Although the above example sets the additional measure-
ment points PM3 on the existing straight lines L1, L.2, and
L3, it is also possible to set the measurement points PM3 not
on the existing straight lines, but so that a new straight line
can be set with the existing measurement points PM and
additional measurement points PM3.

The above example determines the validity of the mea-
surements by determining the validity of the calculated
ellipse center PC, but the validity of the measurements may
be determined in other ways.

For example, if, for at least one of the at least three
straight lines, a relationship between the measurement posi-
tion and the signal characteristic measured at the measure-
ment position is a monotonically increasing or decreasing
relationship, the optical information processing apparatus
may determine that the measurements are invalid; if the
relationship is neither a monotonically increasing nor
decreasing relationship, it may determine that the measure-
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ments are valid. For example, in step S28 in FIG. 15, the
central control unit 200 determines, for each straight line,
whether the relationship between the measurement position
and the measurement result is a monotonically increasing or
decreasing relationship, and if it is determined for at least
one straight line that the relationship is a monotonically
increasing or decreasing relationship, it determines that the
measurements are invalid. Specifically, on a certain straight
line, when the measurement results (reproduced signal
amplitudes) at the respective measurement points PM are
referred to as ‘result 1°, ‘result 2°, . . ., and ‘result n’
according to the order of the positions of the measurement
points PM, if a monotonically increasing relationship in
which ‘result 1’<‘result 2°< . . . <‘result n’ or a monotoni-
cally decreasing relationship in which ‘result 1°>
‘result 2°> . . . >‘result n’ is satisfied, it determines NO.
When the relationship is a monotonically increasing or
decreasing relationship, a range of the measurement points
PM (or range of ‘result 1° to ‘result n’) does not include the
maximum of the reproduced signal amplitude, an error may
occur in the quadratic approximation process. The central
control unit 200 may perform the above determination after
step S22 in FIG. 15, and if the determination is YES,
proceed to step S23, and if the determination is NO, return
to step S21 to add a measurement point and perform the
measurement again.

For example, the central control unit 200 may obtain,
from the result of the quadratic approximation process in
step S23, a peak position of the quadratic approximation
curve (position at which the reproduced signal amplitude is
maximum), and determine NO if the peak position is not
within a range of the measurement points PM. In this case,
the central control unit 200 may perform the above deter-
mination in step S28 in FIG. 15, or may perform the above
determination after step S23, and if the determination is
YES, proceed to step S24, and if the determination is NO,
return to step S21 to add a measurement point and perform
the measurement again.

For example, the distribution of a contour line of the
reproduced signal amplitude with respect to the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value may
be measured in advance, and the ratio of the long axis to the
short axis of the ellipse when the contour line is regarded as
substantially an ellipse may be obtained in advance; the
central control unit 200 may obtain the ratio of the long axis
to the short axis from the ellipse equation calculated in step
S25, compare the two ratio, and if the difference therebe-
tween is not less than a predetermined value, determine NO.
This determination may be performed in step S28 or fol-
lowing step S25.

Third Embodiment

The optical information processing apparatus and optical
information processing method in the third embodiment will
be described below. The optical information processing
apparatus in the third embodiment differs from the optical
information processing apparatus in the first embodiment in
regard to the adjustment process but otherwise is the same.
Descriptions of parts that are the same as in the first
embodiment will be omitted or simplified in the description
below, and the same reference characters will be used for
elements that are the same as or correspond to those in the
first embodiment.

FIG. 17 shows, in addition to the distribution of the
reproduced signal amplitude with respect to the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value shown
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in FIG. 4, measurement points, an ellipse center, and the like
in the adjustment method in this embodiment. The adjust-
ment process in this embodiment will be described below
with reference to FIG. 17 as required.

In this embodiment, the at least three straight lines include
a straight line (hereinafter referred to as the ‘focus axis
straight line’) parallel to the coordinate axis (y-axis) of the
focus adjustment value and at least two straight lines (here-
inafter referred to as the ‘remaining straight lines’) different
from the focus axis straight line. Each of the remaining
straight lines is, for example, inclined with respect to the
coordinate axis (x-axis) of the spherical aberration correc-
tion amount and the coordinate axis (y-axis) of the focus
adjustment value. FIG. 17 shows a straight line [L1 as the
focus axis straight line, and straight lines [.2 and L3 as the
remaining straight lines. The straight line .2 is parallel to the
x-axis. The straight line 1.3 is inclined with respect to the x-
and y-axes and is substantially parallel to the long axis of the
ellipse when a contour line of the signal characteristic on the
x-y plane is regarded as an ellipse.

The central control unit 200 measures the signal charac-
teristics of the reproduced signals at at least three measure-
ment positions on the focus axis straight line, and then while
sequentially changing the spherical aberration correction
amount, each time the spherical aberration correction
amount is changed, measures the signal characteristic of the
reproduced signal at a measurement position at the changed
spherical aberration correction amount on each of the
remaining straight lines, thereby measuring the signal char-
acteristic of the reproduced signal at each of the at least three
measurement positions on each of the at least three straight
lines. For example, as shown in FIG. 17, after measuring the
signal characteristics at four measurement points PMO,
PM1, PM2, and PM3 on the straight line L1, it changes the
spherical aberration correction amount, measures the signal
characteristics at the measurement points PM4 and PMS5 at
the changed spherical aberration correction amount on the
straight lines [.2 and L3, further changes the spherical
aberration correction amount, and measures the signal char-
acteristics at the measurement points PM6 and PM7 at the
changed spherical aberration correction amount on the
straight lines 1.2 and L3. In FIG. 17, the dashed arrows
represent an order of the measurements. One example of the
central control unit 200 is configured as below.

The central control unit 200 sets each of the remaining
straight lines to pass through one of the at least three
measurement positions on the focus axis straight line. In one
preferred aspect, for the focus axis straight line, the central
control unit 200 obtains, as an extreme position, a position
at which the signal characteristic has an extreme value from
an approximation result obtained by approximating a rela-
tionship between the measurement position and the signal
characteristic measured at the measurement position by a
second or higher order polynomial. Then, it sets each of the
remaining straight lines to pass through one of the at least
three measurement positions on the focus axis straight line
near the extreme position. The measurement position near
the extreme position is, for example, the measurement
position nearest to the extreme position. In the example of
FIG. 17, a maximum point PMp1 (black square mark) at
which the reproduced signal amplitude is maximum on the
straight line [.1 is shown as the extreme position, and the
straight lines 1.2 and L3 are set to pass through the mea-
surement point PM2, which is nearest to the maximum point
PMpl among the measurement points on the straight line
L1. However, the measurement position near the extreme
position is not limited to the measurement position nearest
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to the extreme position; it may be a measurement position
adjacent to the extreme position, or the like. The at least two
remaining straight lines may be set to pass through the same
measurement position as shown in FIG. 17, or may be set to
pass through different measurement positions as shown in
FIG. 12(a). When the at least two remaining straight lines
pass through different measurement positions, the number of
measurement positions can be reduced by setting the mea-
surement position at an intersection between the remaining
straight lines as shown in FIG. 12(a).

For each of the straight lines, until a range of the mea-
surement positions includes a position at which the signal
characteristic has an extreme value when a relationship
between the measurement position and the signal character-
istic measured at the measurement position is approximated
by a second or higher order polynomial, the central control
unit 200 measures the signal characteristic while changing
the measurement position so as to extend the range of the
measurement positions. Specifically, the range of the mea-
surement positions is a range between the smallest and the
largest of the spherical aberration correction amounts or
focus adjustment values of the measurement positions.

For at least one straight line, after measuring the signal
characteristics at at least two measurement positions, the
central control unit 200 compares the signal characteristics
at both ends of the at least two measurement positions, and
determines, as the next measurement position, a position
away from one of the ends having the higher signal char-
acteristic in the direction opposite to the other end. Here, the
higher signal characteristic means, for example, a larger
signal characteristic when the signal characteristic is the
reproduced signal amplitude, or a smaller signal character-
istic when the signal characteristic is the i-MLSE value.

In this embodiment, when performing the ellipse approxi-
mation, the central control unit 200 makes a determination
as to whether the result of the ellipse approximation repre-
sents an ellipse. Then, if it is determined that no ellipse is
represented, it obtains the at least five estimated positions
after changing the value (or level) of the signal character-
istic, performs the ellipse approximation using the at least
five estimated positions, and then makes the determination
again. If it is determined that an ellipse is represented, it
obtains the center of the ellipse from the result of the ellipse
approximation representing the ellipse, and determines the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus adjustment
value based on the center of the ellipse.

Alternatively, the central control unit 200, for each of a
plurality of values (or levels) of the signal characteristic,
may obtain the at least five positions as the estimated
positions, performs the ellipse approximation on the at least
five estimated positions, and obtains an error between the
result of the ellipse approximation and the at least five
estimated positions; then, it may obtain the center of the
ellipse from the result of the ellipse approximation having
the smallest error among the plurality of results of the ellipse
approximations corresponding to the plurality of values, and
determine the spherical aberration correction amount and
focus adjustment value based on the center of the ellipse.

FIG. 18 is a flowchart showing the adjustment process in
the third embodiment. The adjustment process of FIG. 18 is
performed, for example, in step S13 in FIG. 13 in place of
the adjustment process of FIG. 14. The adjustment method
of the spherical aberration correction amount and focus
balance value in this embodiment will be described below
with reference to FIGS. 17 and 18.

In step S20, as in the first embodiment, the central control
unit 200 moves the optical head 300 to an adjustment area
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for adjusting the spherical aberration correction amount and
focus balance value, thereby allowing signals in the adjust-
ment area in the optical disc 500 to be reproduced.

Next, in step S40, the central control unit 200 sets the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value to the values corresponding to a predetermined initial
measurement point PMO (white square mark in FIG. 17) on
the straight line LL1.

Next, in step S41, the central control unit 200 measures
the reproduced signal amplitude using the set spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value. In
step S42, the central control unit 200 determines whether the
number of measurement points (hereinafter referred to as the
‘already-measured measurement points’) at which the mea-
surement has been performed is not less than three.

If it is determined in step S42 that the number of already-
measured measurement points is less than three (if NO), the
central control unit 200 proceeds to step S43 to set a focus
balance value for the next measurement. Here, the spherical
aberration correction amount is not changed from that of the
initial measurement point PMO. That is, the process in step
S43 corresponds to an operation of changing the measure-
ment point on the straight line .1 in FIG. 17 to determine the
next measurement point. Then, the central control unit 200
returns to step S41, measures the reproduced signal ampli-
tude at the focus balance value changed in step S43, and
proceeds to step S42.

If it is determined in step S42 that the number of already-
measured measurement points is not less than three (if YES),
the processing proceeds to step S44. Thus, until the deter-
mination in step S42 is YES, the process of steps S43, S41
and S42 are performed repeatedly; when the determination
in step S42 is YES, the processing proceeds to step S44.

In step S44, the central control unit 200 performs the
quadratic approximation on a relationship between the
already-measured measurement point and the reproduced
signal amplitude, and, based on the result, obtains a point on
the straight line L1 at which the reproduced signal amplitude
is maximum, as the maximum point PMpl. FIG. 17 shows
the maximum point PMp1 with the black square mark on the
straight line LL1. In step S44, the maximum point PMp1 may
be obtained by performing a third or higher order approxi-
mation instead of the quadratic approximation. In this case,
it is necessary to appropriately set the number used as the
threshold value in the determination in step S42 in accor-
dance with the order of the approximation, specifically, to be
equal to or larger than the minimum number required for the
approximation. By setting the number used as the threshold
value in the determination in step S42 to be larger than the
minimum number required for the approximation, the accu-
racy of the approximation can be improved.

Next, in step S45, the central control unit 200 determines
whether the maximum point PMpl is within a range of the
already-measured measurement points. Specifically, it deter-
mines whether the focus balance value of the maximum
point PMpl is between the smallest and the largest of the
focus balance values of the already-measured measurement
points.

If it is determined in step S45 that the maximum point
PMpl is outside the already-measured range (if NO), the
central control unit 200 returns to step S43 to set a focus
balance value for the next measurement, and returns to step
S41.

If it is determined in step S45 that the maximum point
PMpl is within the already-measured range (if YES), the
processing proceeds to step S50. Thus, until the determina-
tion in step S45 is YES, the process of steps S43, S41, S42,
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and S44 are performed repeatedly; when the determination
in step S45 is YES, the processing proceeds to step S50.

FIG. 17 shows a case where, when the reproduced signal
amplitudes have been measured at the measurement points
PMO, PM1, PM2, and PM3 in this order along the straight
line L1 with the focus balance value decreased and the
number of measurement points has reached four, the maxi-
mum point PMpl has become within the measurement
range.

Here, in the setting of the focus balance value, instead of
merely decreasing or increasing the focus balance value in
one direction, it is desirable to efficiently set the focus
balance value by using the measurement results at the
already-measured measurement points so that the maximum
point of the reproduced signal amplitude becomes within the
range of the measurement points with the smallest possible
number of measurement points. For example, among the
reproduced signal amplitudes at the already-measured mea-
surement points, the reproduced signal amplitude at the
measurement point with the largest focus balance value and
the reproduced signal amplitude at the measurement point
with the smallest focus balance value are compared with
each other, and the focus balance value of the next mea-
surement point is set so that the range of the measurement
points is extended using the measurement point having the
higher reproduced signal amplitude as a basis. For example,
when the measurement point with the largest focus balance
value is used as the basis, the next focus balance value is set
by adding predetermined steps to the focus balance value of
the basis measurement point; when the measurement point
with the smallest focus balance value is used as the basis, the
next focus balance value is set by subtracting predetermined
steps from the focus balance value of the basis measurement
point.

The measurement point next to the initial measurement
point PMO may be set based on the initial measurement point
PMO and the characteristic of the reproduced signal ampli-
tude with respect to the spherical aberration correction
amount and focus balance value in the optical information
processing apparatus as follows. For example, in an optical
information processing apparatus in which the focus balance
value of the point at which the reproduced signal amplitude
is maximum (i.e., optimum focus balance value) is likely to
be near a reference value (e.g., zero), when the focus balance
value of the initial measurement point PMO is larger than the
reference value, the focus balance value of the next mea-
surement point is set by subtracting the predetermined steps
from the focus balance value of the initial measurement
point PMO, and when the focus balance value of the initial
measurement point PMO is smaller than the reference value,
the focus balance value of the next measurement point is set
by adding the predetermined steps to the focus balance value
of the initial measurement point PMO. This raises the
possibility that the next measurement point is set so that the
reproduced signal amplitude is increased. In the above
configuration, for example, it is possible to measure in
advance optimum focus balance values for a plurality of
discs and a plurality of optical information processing
apparatus, and set an average thereof as the reference value
in the optical information processing apparatus.

In step S50, the central control unit 200 sets reference
points of the straight lines [.2 and L3 to the measurement
point (measurement point PM2 in the example of FIG. 17)
nearest to the maximum point PMpl among the measure-
ment points on the straight line L.1. The reference point of
the straight line L2 is a point through which the straight line
L2 passes; the reference point of the straight line [.3 is a
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point through which the straight line 1.3 passes. Thus, in step
S50, the straight lines [.2 and L3 are set. The measurement
points set as the reference points need only be near the
maximum point PMp1; they need not necessarily be nearest
to the maximum point PMpl. The reference points of the
straight lines [.2 and [.3 may be set to different measurement
points. For example, in FIG. 17, the measurement point
PM2, which is nearest to the maximum point PMpl, may be
set as the reference point of the straight line 1.3, and the
measurement point PM3, which is second nearest to the
maximum point PMp1, may be set as the reference point of
the straight line [.2.

In step S51, the central control unit 200 sets the next
spherical aberration correction amount. When step S51 is
performed for the first time (in the example of FIG. 17, after
the measurements at the measurement points PMO to PM3,
when the spherical aberration correction amount of the next
measurement point is set in step S51), the central control
unit 200 determines the next spherical aberration correction
amount based on the focus balance value of the reference
points set in step S50. For example, in an optical information
processing apparatus in which the distribution of the repro-
duced signal characteristic is inclined to the right with
respect to the y-axis as shown in FIG. 17 and the focus
balance value of a point at which the reproduced signal
amplitude is maximum (i.e., optimum focus balance value)
is near a reference value (e.g., zero) in many cases, when the
focus balance value of the reference points is larger than the
reference value, the next spherical aberration correction
amount is determined by subtracting predetermined steps
from the spherical aberration correction amount of the
reference points, and when the focus balance value of the
reference points is smaller than the reference value, the next
spherical aberration correction amount is determined by
adding predetermined steps to the spherical aberration cor-
rection amount of the reference points. This raises the
possibility that the next measurement point is set so that the
reproduced signal amplitude is increased, especially on the
straight line [.3. In the above configuration, for example,
optimum focus balance values may be measured in advance
for a plurality of discs in a plurality of optical information
processing apparatus, and for example, an average thereof
may be set as the reference value in the optical information
processing apparatus. In an optical information processing
apparatus in which the distribution of the reproduced signal
characteristic is inclined to the left with respect to the y-axis,
a process opposite to the above process may be performed.
The process in step S51 is not limited to the above; for
example, in the first round of execution of step S51, the
spherical aberration correction amount may be changed in a
predetermined direction by predetermined steps regardless
of the reference points, and in the second or later round of
execution of step S51, the spherical aberration correction
amount of the next measurement point may be determined
based on whether the previous change of the spherical
aberration correction amount increases the reproduced sig-
nal amplitude.

Next, in step S52, the central control unit 200 determines
the points on the remaining straight lines 1.2 and L3 corre-
sponding to the spherical aberration correction amount
determined in step S51 as the next measurement points on
the remaining straight lines [.2 and .3, respectively. In the
example in FIG. 17, as the next measurement points on the
remaining straight lines [.2 and L3, the measurement points
PM4 and PMS5 are determined in the first round of execution
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of step S52, and the measurement points PM6 and PM7 are
determined in the second round of execution of step S52,
respectively.

Next, in step S53, the central control unit 200 measures
the reproduced signal amplitude at each of the measurement
points on the straight lines L2 and L3 determined in step
S52. In step S54, the central control unit 200 determines
whether the number of already-measured measurement
points on each of the straight lines is not less than three.

If it is determined in step S54 that the number of already-
measured measurement points is less than three (if NO), the
central control unit 200 returns to step S51 to determine the
spherical aberration correction amount for the next measure-
ment, and then measures the reproduced signal amplitudes at
the next measurement points (steps S52 and S53), and
proceeds to step S54.

If it is determined in step S54 that the number of already-
measured measurement points is not less than three (if YES),
the processing proceeds to step S55. Thus, until the deter-
mination in step S54 is YES, the process of steps S51 to S54
are performed repeatedly; when the determination in step
S54 is YES, the processing proceeds to step S55.

This example performs, in steps S52 and S53, the pro-
cesses for the straight lines 1.2 and L3 in parallel, but it is
also possible to perform the process of steps S52 and S53 for
the straight line 1.2, then perform the process of steps S52
and S53 for the straight line [.3, and proceed to step S54.
Depending on the setting of the straight lines [.2 and .3, the
measurement points of the straight lines [.2 and 1.3 may be
located at the same point. In this case, instead of performing
the process with the measurement points of the straight lines
L2 and L3 as separate measurement points, it is desirable to
perform the process of steps S52 and S53 with them as a
common measurement point.

In step S55, for each of the straight lines L2 and L3, the
central control unit 200 performs the quadratic approxima-
tion on a relationship between the already-measured mea-
surement point and the reproduced signal amplitude, and
obtains, from the result, a point on the straight line at which
the reproduced signal amplitude is maximum as a maximum
point. Thereby, the central control unit 200 obtains the
maximum point PMp2 on the straight line L2 and the
maximum point PMp3 on the straight line [.3. FIG. 17 shows
the maximum points PMp2 and PMp3 with the black square
marks on the straight lines [.2 and L3, respectively. In step
S55, the maximum points may be obtained by performing a
third or higher order approximation instead of the quadratic
approximation, as in step S44. In this case, it is necessary to
appropriately set the number used as the threshold value in
the determination in step S54 in accordance with the order
of the approximation, specifically, to be equal to or larger
than the minimum number required for the approximation.
The order of the approximation may be the same or different
among all the straight lines. By setting the number used as
the threshold value in the determination in step S54 to be
larger than the minimum number required for the approxi-
mation, the accuracy of the approximation can be improved.
The number used as the threshold value in the determination
in step S54 may be the same or different between the straight
lines L2 and L3.

Next, in step S56, for each of the straight lines 1.2 and 1.3,
the central control unit 200 determines whether the maxi-
mum point obtained in step S55 is within a range of the
already-measured measurement points. Specifically, it deter-
mines, for the straight line L2, whether the spherical aber-
ration correction amount of the maximum point PMp2 is
between the smallest and the largest of the spherical aber-
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ration correction amounts of the already-measured measure-
ment points, and determines, for the straight line L3,
whether the spherical aberration correction amount (or focus
balance value) of the maximum point PMp3 is between the
smallest and the largest of the spherical aberration correction
amounts (or focus balance values) of the already-measured
measurement points.

If it is determined in step S56 that the maximum point of
any of the straight lines is outside the already-measured
range (if NO), the central control unit 200 returns to step S51
to perform again the process of steps S51 to S56. This
process should be performed, of the straight lines [.2 and 1.3,
for only a straight line or straight lines for which the
maximum point is determined to be outside the already-
measured range.

If it is determined in step S56 that the maximum point of
each straight line is within the already-measured range (if
YES), the processing proceeds to step S24. Thus, until the
determination in step S56 is YES, the process of steps S51
to S56 is performed repeatedly; when the determination in
step S56 is YES, the processing proceeds to step S24.

In step S24, based on the approximation results in steps
S44 and S55, as in the first embodiment, the central control
unit 200 calculates, for each of the straight lines .1, .2, and
L3, positions at which the reproduced signal amplitude has
the estimation value ZE as the estimated points PE.

Next, in step S25, as in the first embodiment, the central
control unit 200 calculates the ellipse equation (or ellipse
coeflicients constituting the ellipse equation) from the esti-
mated points PE obtained in step S24.

Next, in step S60, the central control unit 200 determines
whether the ellipse equation (or set of the ellipse coeffi-
cients) calculated in step S25 is valid. An ellipse equation
(formula (3)) can represent, depending on the coefficients,
not only an ellipse (including a circle) but also other shapes,
such as a hyperbola, a parabola, and two parallel straight
lines. Thus, in step S60, it is determined whether the
calculated ellipse equation (or set of the ellipse coefficients)
represents an ellipse. Specifically, a determination value T is
obtained by using the ellipse coeflicients according to the
following formula (11). If T<O, it is determined that an
ellipse is represented; otherwise, it is determined that no
ellipse is represented:

T=B2-4x4xC (11).

If it is determined in step S60 that the ellipse equation
does not represent an ellipse (if NO), the central control unit
200 proceeds to step S61 to change the estimation value ZE,
and then based on the changed estimation value ZE, per-
forms the calculation of the estimated points PE (step S24),
the calculation of the ellipse equation (step S25), and the
determination as to whether the ellipse equation is valid
(step S60).

If it is determined in step S60 that the ellipse equation
represents an ellipse (if YES), the processing proceeds to
step S26. Thus, until the determination in step S60 is YES,
the process of steps S61, S24, S25, and S60 is performed
repeatedly; when the determination in step S60 is YES, the
processing proceeds to step S26.

In step S60, in addition to the determination as to whether
the ellipse equation represents an ellipse, it is possible to
obtain errors between the ellipse obtained from the ellipse
equation and the respective estimated points PE, calculate,
from the obtained errors, a value (e.g., sum or average of the
errors) indicating a degree of matching between the ellipse
equation and the estimated points PE, determine whether the
calculated value is not larger than a predetermined value,
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and if it is not larger than the predetermined value, determine
that the ellipse equation is valid, and otherwise, determine
that the ellipse equation is invalid. It is also possible to set
multiple estimation values ZE in step S24, calculate the
estimated points PE corresponding to the respective estima-
tion values ZE, obtain sets of the ellipse coefficients corre-
sponding to the respective estimation values ZE in step S25,
determine, as the set of the ellipse coefficients to be used to
calculate the ellipse center, a set of the ellipse coefficients
having the smallest error from the estimated points PE
among the sets of the ellipse coefficients corresponding to
the multiple estimation values ZE, and proceed to step S26.

In step S26, as in the first embodiment, the central control
unit 200 calculates the ellipse center PC (xc, yc¢) from the
ellipse equation (or ellipse coeflicients) obtained in step S25.
Then, in step S27, as in the first embodiment, the central
control unit 200 sets the spherical aberration correction
amount and focus balance value to the ellipse center PC
obtained in step S26.

The following advantages (11) to (18) can be obtained
from this embodiment described above.

(11) The optical information processing apparatus, after
measuring the signal characteristics at at least three mea-
surement positions on the focus axis straight line, sequen-
tially changes the spherical aberration correction amount,
and each time the spherical aberration correction amount is
changed, measures the signal characteristic at a measure-
ment position on each of the remaining straight lines cor-
responding to the changed spherical aberration correction
amount. This aspect makes it possible to reduce the number
of changes of the spherical aberration correction amount,
which takes time to be changed, and reduce the time
required for the adjustment.

(12) Each of the remaining straight lines passes through
one of the at least three measurement positions on the focus
axis straight line. This makes it possible to use the mea-
surement results at the measurement positions on the focus
axis straight line for the remaining straight lines, and reduce
the number of measurements.

(13) Each of the remaining straight lines passes through a
measurement position near the extreme position on the focus
axis straight line among the at least three measurement
positions on the focus axis straight line. This aspect makes
it possible, when a remaining straight line substantially
parallel to the long axis of the ellipse is set, to set the
remaining straight line to pass near a point at which the
signal characteristic is maximum, and obtain the approxi-
mation ellipse accurately.

(14) The optical information processing apparatus sets the
next measurement position in accordance with the measure-
ment results at the already-measured measurement posi-
tions. This makes it possible to avoid a measurement at an
unnecessary measurement position, perform a measurement
at an effective measurement position, and efficiently adjust
the spherical aberration correction amount and focus adjust-
ment value in comparison with a case where all the mea-
surement positions are set in advance.

(15) For each of the straight lines, until a range of the
measurement positions includes a position at which the
signal characteristic has an extreme value when a relation-
ship between the measurement position and the signal
characteristic is approximated by a second or higher order
polynomial, the optical information processing apparatus
measures the signal characteristic while changing the mea-
surement position so as to extend the range of the measure-
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ment positions. This aspect makes it possible to obtain the
estimated positions more accurately and perform the adjust-
ment more propetly.

(16) For at least one straight line, the optical information
processing apparatus compares the signal characteristics at
both ends of the at least two already-measured measurement
positions, and determines, as the next measurement position,
a position away from one of the ends having the higher
signal characteristic in a direction opposite to the other end.
This aspect makes it possible to set the measurement posi-
tions efficiently.

(17) The optical information processing apparatus deter-
mines whether the result of the ellipse approximation rep-
resents an ellipse, and if it is determined that no ellipse is
represented, performs again the ellipse approximation after
changing the value of the signal characteristic (specifically,
the estimation value ZE). This aspect makes it possible to
prevent the adjustment from being performed by using an
inappropriate approximation result representing no ellipse.

(18) For each of a plurality of values of the signal
characteristic (specifically, the estimation values ZE), the
optical information processing apparatus obtains the esti-
mated positions to perform the ellipse approximation, and
obtains an error between the result of the ellipse approxi-
mation and the estimated positions; then, it obtains the
center of the ellipse from the result of the ellipse approxi-
mation having the smallest error. This makes it possible to
obtain the center of the ellipse more accurately in compari-
son with a case where the center of the ellipse is obtained
from the result of the ellipse approximation corresponding to
a single value.

In the adjustment process in FIG. 18, for example, when
the number of measurement points on the straight lines 1.2
and L3 reaches or exceeds a predetermined number, or when
the difference in the spherical aberration correction amount
between the initial measurement point PMO and the maxi-
mum point obtained in step S55 reaches or exceeds a
predetermined amount, the central control unit 200 may set
a new straight line L4 parallel to the coordinate axis of the
focus balance value, perform the same processes as those of
steps S40 to S45 for the straight line L4, and then perform
the process of step S24 and subsequent steps by using the
result of the straight line L4 in place of the result of the
straight line L1. In this case, the number of additional
measurement points can be suppressed by setting a spherical
aberration correction amount at which the measurement has
already been performed in steps S51 to S56 as a spherical
aberration correction amount for the straight line [.4 and
setting an already-measured measurement point on another
straight line as a measurement point on the straight line [.4.
The reason for setting the new straight line 1.4 is to prevent
deterioration of the accuracy of the ellipse approximation
when the spherical aberration correction amount of the
straight line .1 is far from the optimum value. The accuracy
of the adjustment can be improved by using the measure-
ment results at the measurement points on the straight line
L4 instead of those on the straight line L1.

The arrangement of the straight lines and measurement
points may be an arrangement different from that shown in
FIG. 17, such as the arrangements shown in FIG. 12.

Fourth Embodiment

The optical information processing apparatus and optical
information processing method in the fourth embodiment
will be described below. Descriptions of parts that are the
same as in the first embodiment will be omitted or simplified
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in the description below, and the same reference characters
will be used for elements that are the same as or correspond
to those in the first embodiment.

In this embodiment, the optical information processing
apparatus 100 is an optical recording apparatus for recording
information on the optical disc 500, and further adjusts a
focus adjustment value (here, focus balance value) for
recording that is used during recording.

Specifically, the optical information processing apparatus
100 includes, in addition to the configuration shown in FIG.
1, control units required for recording on the optical disc
500, such as a data encoder for encoding user data from a
host controller into data to be recorded on the optical disc
500, and a control unit regarding write strategy control for
controlling the emission of a laser during recording on the
optical disc 500. Such control units for recording may be
included in the central control unit 200.

In general, an optical recording apparatus switches, when
recording data, a gain in converting an optical signal of a
light receiving element of an optical head into an electrical
signal from a higher gain for reproduction to a lower gain for
recording. This is because, since a recording power (optical
power) used during recording is higher than a reproduction
power (optical power) used during reproduction, if the gain
is kept at the gain for reproduction, the signal output from
the light receiving element is saturated, and the responsive-
ness of the light receiving element deteriorates, adversely
affecting servo signals sampled and detected during record-
ing.

Since the change of the gain of the light receiving element
changes the optimum focus balance value, it is desirable to
set, during data recording, a focus balance value different
from that during reproduction, and general optical recording
apparatus often use two focus balance values for reproduc-
tion and recording during reproduction and recording,
respectively, by switching them.

Also in this embodiment, the optical information process-
ing apparatus 100 uses, as a gain of the light receiving
element 370 of the optical head 300, a higher gain for
reproduction during reproduction and a lower gain for
recording during recording. The optical information pro-
cessing apparatus 100 uses a focus balance value for repro-
duction during reproduction and a focus balance value for
recording during recording.

The optical information processing apparatus 100 in this
embodiment is configured to, after optimally adjusting the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value for reproduction in the same manner as in the first to
third embodiments, further optimally adjust the focus bal-
ance value for recording.

A relationship between the focus balance value during
recording (hereinafter referred to as the ‘recording focus
balance value’) and the reproduced signal characteristic will
now be described. The following description takes, as an
example, results obtained by performing recording on the
second layer of a three-layer BD-RE disc while changing the
recording focus balance value and actually measuring the
reproduced signal characteristics with an optimum focus
balance value for reproduction.

FIG. 19(a) is a graph showing a relationship between the
recording focus balance value and the reproduced signal
amplitude. FIG. 19() is a graph showing relationships
between the recording focus balance value and the repro-
duced signal characteristics (modulation index and asym-
metry). In the measurements of FIGS. 19(a) and 19(5), only
the recording focus balance value is changed; when the
reproduced signal characteristics (amplitude, modulation
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index, and asymmetry) are measured, the optimum focus
balance value for reproduction (value common to all the
measurements) is used. In FIG. 19(a), the circle marks
represent measurement results (actually measured values) of
the reproduced signal amplitude; the solid line is an approxi-
mation curve obtained by performing a quadratic approxi-
mation on the actually measured values represented by the
circle marks. In FIG. 19(5), the circle and square marks
represent measurement results (actually measured values) of
the modulation index and asymmetry, respectively; the solid
and dashed lines are approximation curves obtained by
performing quadratic approximations on the actually mea-
sured values represented by the circle and square marks,
respectively. From FIGS. 19(a) and 19(5), it can be seen that
the relationship between the recording focus balance value
and each of the reproduced signal amplitude, modulation
index, and asymmetry can be approximated by a quadratic
equation.

The above description illustrates the actual measurement
results regarding the second layer of the BD-RE. However,
the same results are obtained regarding other layers or other
types of discs although there are differences in the shapes of
the curves.

In this embodiment, the adjustment unit 202 functions as
a recording adjustment means for adjusting the focus adjust-
ment value (here, focus balance value) for recording. Spe-
cifically, the adjustment unit 202 performs test recording
onto the optical disc 500 using a fixed recording power while
changing the recording focus balance value, reproduces the
signals recorded by the test recording with a fixed focus
balance value (e.g., focus balance value for reproduction) to
measure the signal characteristics of the reproduced signals,
approximates a relationship between the recording focus
balance value and the measured signal characteristic by a
second or higher order polynomial, obtains, from the result
of the approximation, the recording focus balance value at
which the signal characteristic is maximum, and determines
the obtained recording focus balance value as the focus
balance value for recording.

FIG. 20 is a flowchart showing an exemplary procedure of
the recording operation of the optical information processing
apparatus 100 in the fourth embodiment. The procedure of
the recording operation of the optical information processing
apparatus 100 will described below with reference to FIG.
20. The process of steps S10 to S14 in FIG. 20 is generally
the same as in FIG. 13, but the process after step S14 in FIG.
20 is related to recording, differing from that in FIG. 13.

After information, such as information specific to the
optical disc and control information for controlling record-
ing/reproducing operation, is read from the optical disc 500
in step S14, the central control unit 200 sets conditions
(conditions for the write strategy or recording power adjust-
ment) relating to recording in step S70, and waits until a
recording command is given. Upon detecting the recording
command in step S71, the central control unit 200 adjusts, in
step S72, the focus balance value for recording to be used
during recording.

Next, in step S73, the central control unit 200 adjusts the
recording power to an optimum power by performing test
writing in a test recording area of the optical disc 500. When
the recording power is adjusted in step S73, the focus
balance value for recording adjusted in step S72 is used.

Next, in step S74, data recording onto the optical disc 500
is started using the focus balance value for recording and
recording power adjusted in steps S72 and S73.
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FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing the process of step S72 in
FIG. 20. The adjustment of the focus balance value for
recording in step S72 will be described below with reference
to FIG. 21.

First, in step S80, the central control unit 200 controls the
sled motor 151 via the sled motor control unit 150 to move
the optical head 300 to a test recording area for adjusting the
focus balance value for recording.

Here, the test recording area is an area in which test
recording for optimizing the recording power or the like can
be performed on the optical disc 500, and an area provided
on an inner or outer circumference of the optical disc
separately from a data area.

Next, in step S81, the central control unit 200 sets the
recording focus balance value to an initial value. For
example, the focus balance value for reproduction adjusted
in step S13 is used as the initial value. However, the initial
value is not limited to the adjusted focus balance value for
reproduction; it may be a predetermined focus balance
value. It is also possible to measure in advance a relationship
(or difference) between the focus balance values for record-
ing and reproduction or the like, and use, as the initial value,
a value obtained by offsetting the focus balance value for
reproduction adjusted in step S13 by the relationship amount
(or difference) between the focus balance values for record-
ing and reproduction. Regarding the spherical aberration
correction amount, the spherical aberration correction
amount adjusted in step S13 is used as a fixed value, for
example.

Next, in step S82, the central control unit 200 performs
test recording using the set recording focus balance value.
This test recording uses a fixed recording power. Thus, the
test recording is all performed by using the same recording
power during the adjustment process (process in step S72) of
the focus balance value for recording. The fixed recording
power need only have a level at which the reproduced signal
amplitude can be detected when the recorded signal is
reproduced; it need not necessarily be an optimum recording
power. For example, it is possible to use, as the fixed
recording power, a recording power described in the control
information read from the optical disc 500 in step S14. It is
also possible to optimally adjust the recording power before
setting the fixed recording power, and use the adjusted
optimum recording power as the fixed recording power. The
amount recorded by the test recording need only be an
amount allowing the reproduced signal amplitude to be
measured; it is desirably as small as possible, from the view
point of reducing the usage amount of the test recording
area.

Next, in step S83, the central control unit 200 reproduces
the signal test-recorded in step S82 to measure the repro-
duced signal amplitude. In this measurement, the reproduc-
tion is performed using a fixed focus balance value. Thus, in
the measurements of the reproduced signal amplitude during
the adjustment process (process of step S72) of the focus
balance value for recording, the reproduction is performed
using the same focus balance value. The fixed focus balance
value includes, but is not limited to, the focus balance value
for reproduction (focus balance value adjusted in step S13),
for example.

In step S84, the central control unit 200 determines
whether the number of measurement points at which the
measurement has been performed (hereinafter referred to as
the ‘already-measured measurement points’) is not less than
three.

If it is determined in step S84 that the number of already-
measured measurement points is less than three (if NO), the
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central control unit 200 proceeds to step S85 to set the
recording focus balance value for the next measurement.
Then, it returns to step S82 to perform test recording by
using the recording focus balance value set in step S85,
measures the reproduced signal amplitude of the test-re-
corded signal (step S83), and proceeds to step S84.

Here, in the setting of the recording focus balance value,
instead of merely decreasing or increasing the recording
focus balance value in one direction, it is desirable to
efficiently set the recording focus balance value by using the
measurement results of the already-measured measurement
points so that the maximum point of the reproduced signal
amplitude becomes within the range of the measurement
points with the smallest possible number of measurement
points. For example, among the reproduced signal ampli-
tudes at the recording focus balance values (hereinafter
referred to as the ‘already-measured recording focus balance
values’) at which the measurement has been performed, the
reproduced signal amplitude at the largest recording focus
balance value and the reproduced signal amplitude at the
smallest recording focus balance value are compared with
each other, and the recording focus balance value of the next
measurement point is set so that the range of the measure-
ment points is extended using the recording focus balance
value having the higher reproduced signal amplitude as a
basis. For example, when the largest recording focus balance
value is used as the basis, the next recording focus balance
value is set by adding predetermined steps to the basis; when
the smallest recording focus balance value is used as the
basis, the next recording focus balance value is set by
subtracting predetermined steps from the basis.

The recording focus balance value next to the initial
recording focus balance value may be set based on the initial
recording focus balance value and the characteristic of the
reproduced signal amplitude with respect to the spherical
aberration correction amount and recording focus balance
value in the optical information processing apparatus as
follows. For example, in an optical information processing
apparatus in which the recording focus balance value at
which the reproduced signal amplitude is maximum (i.e.,
optimum recording focus balance value) is likely to be near
a reference value (e.g., zero), when the initial recording
focus balance value is larger than the reference value, the
next recording focus balance value is set by subtracting
predetermined steps from the initial recording focus balance
value, and when the initial recording focus balance value is
smaller than the reference value, the next recording focus
balance value is set by adding predetermined steps to the
initial recording focus balance value. This raises the possi-
bility that the next measurement point is set so that the
reproduced signal amplitude is increased. In the above
configuration, for example, it is possible to measure in
advance optimum recording focus balance values for a
plurality of discs and a plurality of optical information
processing apparatus, and set an average thereof as the
reference value in the optical information processing appa-
ratus.

If it is determined in step S84 that the number of already-
measured measurement points is not less than three (if YES),
the processing proceeds to step S86. Thus, until the deter-
mination in step S84 is YES, the process of steps S85, S82,
S83, and S84 is performed repeatedly, and when the deter-
mination in step S84 is YES, the processing proceeds to step
S86.

In step S86, the central control unit 200 performs a
quadratic approximation on a relationship between the
already-measured recording focus balance value and the



US 9,454,987 B2

43

reproduced signal amplitude, and based on the result,
obtains a maximum recording focus balance value FMax at
which the reproduced signal amplitude is maximum. In step
S86, it is possible to obtain the maximum recording focus
balance value FMax by performing a third or higher order
approximation instead of the quadratic approximation. In
this case, it is necessary to appropriately set the number used
as the threshold value in the determination in step S84 in
accordance with the order of the approximation, specifically,
to be equal to or larger than the minimum number required
for the approximation. By setting the number used as the
threshold value in the determination in step S84 to be larger
than the minimum number required for the approximation,
the accuracy of the approximation can be improved.

Next, in step S87, the central control unit 200 determines
whether the maximum recording focus balance value FMax
is within a range of the already-measured recording focus
balance values. Specifically, it is determined whether the
maximum recording focus balance value FMax is between
the smallest and the largest of the already-measured record-
ing focus balance values.

Ifit is determined in step S87 that the maximum recording
focus balance value FMax is outside the already-measured
range (if NO), the central control unit 200 returns to step S85
to set the recording focus balance value for the next mea-
surement, and returns to step S82.

Ifit is determined in step S87 that the maximum recording
focus balance value FMax is within the already-measured
range (if YES), the processing proceeds to step S88. Thus,
until the determination in step S87 is YES, the process of
steps S85, S82, S83, S84, S86, and S87 is performed
repeatedly, and when the determination in step S87 is YES,
the processing proceeds to step S88.

In step S88, the central control unit 200 sets the maximum
recording focus balance value FMax as the focus balance
value for recording, and ends the adjustment of the focus
balance value for recording.

This embodiment described above, after adjusting the
spherical aberration correction amount and the focus balance
value for reproduction, further adjusts the focus balance
value for recording, and therefore can use an optimum or
appropriate focus balance value in data recording. This
makes it possible to obtain good recording quality and
reduce the recording power required for recording.

In the above description, the recording focus balance
value at which the reproduced signal amplitude is maximum
is obtained, but it is possible to measure the reproduced
signal characteristic, such as a modulation index and an
asymmetry, instead of the reproduced signal amplitude, and
obtain the recording focus balance value at which the
reproduced signal characteristic is maximum. It is also
possible to obtain the reproduced signal quality (e.g., the
jitter value and i-MLSE) instead of the reproduced signal
characteristic, and obtain the recording focus balance value
at which the reproduced signal quality is best (or minimum).

In the above description, the recording power used for the
test recording is a fixed recording power, but it is possible to
perform an optimum recording power adjustment to obtain
an optimum recording power at each of a plurality of
recording focus balance values instead of the test recording
by the fixed recording power. In this case, instead of
obtaining the recording focus balance value at which the
reproduced signal amplitude is maximum, the recording
focus balance value having the smallest optimum recording
power among the plurality of recording focus balance values
may be obtained. Here, it is not mandatory to use the
optimum recording power; it is possible to obtain, for each
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of a plurality of recording focus balance values, a recording
power for obtaining a common reproduced signal charac-
teristic by, for example, measuring a relationship between
the recording power and reproduced signal characteristic
(one of the modulation index, asymmetry, and amplitude),
and obtain the recording focus balance value with the
smallest recording power.

In the above description, of the spherical aberration
correction amount for recording and the focus balance value
for recording, only the latter is adjusted, but both of them
may be adjusted in the same manner as the adjustment of the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value for reproduction in the first to third embodiments.
Specifically, as in the first to third embodiments, the spheri-
cal aberration correction amount and focus balance value for
recording may be adjusted by measuring the signal charac-
teristic of the reproduced signal at each measurement point,
performing the ellipse approximation on the measurement
results, and obtaining the center of the ellipse. In this case,
in the measurements of the signal characteristics, test record-
ing is performed at each measurement point by changing the
spherical aberration correction amount and focus balance
value during recording, the test-recorded signals are repro-
duced, and the signal characteristics of the reproduced
signals are measured. At this time, in the reproduction of the
test-recorded signals, for the respective measurement points,
common values (i.e., fixed values) are used as the spherical
aberration correction amount and focus balance value during
reproduction.

The present invention is not limited to the embodiments
described above; it can be practiced in various other aspects
without departing from the inventive scope.

REFERENCE CHARACTERS

100 optical information processing apparatus, 110 head
amplifier, 120 reproduced signal processing unit, 121 signal
quality measurement unit, 122 data decoder, 123 reproduc-
ing characteristic measurement unit, 130 FE signal gener-
ating unit, 140 TE signal generating unit, 141 TE signal
characteristic measurement unit, 150 sled motor control unit,
151 sled motor, 160 spherical aberration correction unit, 170
actuator control unit, 180 spindle motor control unit, 181
spindle motor, 200 central control unit, 201 focus adjustment
unit, 202 adjustment unit, 210 CPU, 220 ROM, 230 RAM,
300 optical head (optical pickup), 310 semiconductor laser,
320 laser driving circuit, 330 collimator lens, 340 beam
splitter, 350 objective lens, 360 detection lens, 370 light
receiving element, 380 spherical aberration correction lens,
390 actuator, 400 host controller, 500 optical disc.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical information processing apparatus compris-
ing:

a light radiation reception unit that radiates light onto an
optical disc and detects light reflected from the optical
disc to output a reproduced signal;

a spherical aberration correction unit that corrects spheri-
cal aberration of the light radiated onto the optical disc;

a focus adjustment unit that adjusts, based on a focus
adjustment value, a focus position of the light radiated
onto the optical disc; and

an adjustment unit that measures a signal characteristic of
the reproduced signal at each of at least three measure-
ment positions on each of at least three straight lines on
a plane with coordinate axes representing an amount of
spherical aberration correction by the spherical aberra-
tion correction unit and the focus adjustment value,
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obtains, from the results of the measurements, as esti-
mated positions, at least five positions on the plane at
which the signal characteristic has substantially the
same value, and adjusts the amount of spherical aber-
ration correction and the focus adjustment value based
on the at least five estimated positions; wherein
the adjustment unit performs an ellipse approximation on
the at least five estimated positions, obtains a center of
the ellipse from the result of the ellipse approximation,
and determines the amount of spherical aberration
correction and the focus adjustment value based on the
center of the ellipse.
2. The optical information processing apparatus of claim
1, wherein:
the at least three straight lines includes a focus axis
straight line parallel to the coordinate axis of the focus
adjustment value and at least two remaining straight
lines different from the focus axis straight line; and
the adjustment unit, after measuring the signal character-
istics at at least three measurement positions on the
focus axis straight line, sequentially changes the
amount of spherical aberration correction, and each
time the amount of spherical aberration correction is
changed, measures the signal characteristic at a mea-
surement position at the changed amount of spherical
aberration correction on each of the remaining straight
lines, thereby measuring the signal characteristic at
each of the at least three measurement positions on
each of the at least three straight lines.
3. The optical information processing apparatus of claim
1, wherein for each of the straight lines, the adjustment unit
measures the signal characteristic while changing the mea-
surement position so as to extend a range of the measure-
ment positions until the range of the measurement positions
includes a position at which the signal characteristic has an
extreme value when a relationship between the measurement
position and the signal characteristic measured at the mea-
surement position is approximated by a second or higher
order polynomial.
4. The optical information processing apparatus of claim
1, wherein when a contour line of the signal characteristic on
the plane is regarded as an ellipse, the at least three straight
lines include a straight line inclined with respect to the
coordinate axes of the amount of spherical aberration cor-
rection and the focus adjustment value and parallel to a long
axis of the ellipse.
5. The optical information processing apparatus of claim
1, wherein for each of the straight lines, from an approxi-
mation result obtained by approximating a relationship
between the measurement position and the signal character-
istic measured at the measurement position by a second or
higher order polynomial, the adjustment unit obtains, as the
estimated positions, one or more positions on the plane at
which the signal characteristic has a predetermined value,
and performs the ellipse approximation using at least five of
the obtained estimated positions.
6. The optical information processing apparatus of claim
5, claim 1, wherein the adjustment unit:
makes a determination as to whether the result of the
ellipse approximation represents an ellipse;
if it is determined that no ellipse is represented, obtains
the at least five estimated positions after changing the
value of the signal characteristic, performs the ellipse
approximation using the at least five estimated posi-
tions, and then makes the determination again; and
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if it is determined that an ellipse is represented, obtains
the center of the ellipse from the result of the ellipse
approximation.

7. The optical information processing apparatus of claim

1, wherein the adjustment unit:

for each of a plurality of values of the signal character-
istic, obtains the at least five estimated positions, per-
forms an ellipse approximation on the at least five
estimated positions, and obtains an error between the
result of the ellipse approximation and the at least five
estimated positions; and

obtains the center of the ellipse from the result of the
ellipse approximation having the smallest error among
the plurality of results of the ellipse approximations
corresponding to the plurality of values.

8. The optical information processing apparatus of claim
1, wherein the adjustment unit determines the validity of the
measurements, and if it is determined that the measurements
are invalid, measures the signal characteristic at an addi-
tional measurement position and performs the adjustment
from the measurement results including the signal charac-
teristic measured at the additional measurement position.

9. The optical information processing apparatus of claim
1, further comprising a recording adjustment unit that
adjusts a focus adjustment value for recording used during
recording on the optical disc, wherein

the recording adjustment unit performs test recording on
the optical disc using a fixed recording power while
changing the focus adjustment value, reproduces the
signals recorded by the test recording with a fixed focus
adjustment value to measure signal characteristics of
the reproduced signals, approximates a relationship
between the focus adjustment value and the measured
signal characteristic by a second or higher order poly-
nomial, obtains, from the result of the approximation,
a focus adjustment value at which the signal charac-
teristic is maximum, and determines the obtained focus
adjustment value as the focus adjustment value for
recording.

10. An optical information processing method compris-

ing:

a light radiation reception step for radiating light onto an
optical disc and detecting light reflected from the
optical disc to output a reproduced signal;

a spherical aberration correction step for correcting
spherical aberration of the light radiated onto the opti-
cal disc;

a focus adjustment step for adjusting, based on a focus
adjustment value, a focus position of the light radiated
onto the optical disc; and

an adjustment step for measuring a signal characteristic of
the reproduced signal at each of at least three measure-
ment positions on each of at least three straight lines on
a plane with coordinate axes representing an amount of
spherical aberration correction by the spherical aberra-
tion correction step and the focus adjustment value,
obtaining, from the results of the measurements, as
estimated positions, at least five positions on the plane
at which the signal characteristic has substantially the
same value, and adjusting the amount of spherical
aberration correction and the focus adjustment value
based on the at least five estimated positions; wherein

the adjustment step performs an ellipse approximation on
the at least five estimated positions, obtains a center of
the ellipse from the result of the ellipse approximation,
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and determines the amount of spherical aberration
correction and the focus adjustment value based on the
center of the ellipse.
11. The optical information processing method of claim
10, wherein:
the at least three straight lines includes a focus axis
straight line parallel to the coordinate axis of the focus
adjustment value and at least two remaining straight
lines different from the focus axis straight line; and

the adjustment step, after measuring the signal character-
istics at at least three measurement positions on the
focus axis straight line, sequentially changes the
amount of spherical aberration correction, and each
time the amount of spherical aberration correction is
changed, measures the signal characteristic at a mea-
surement position at the changed amount of spherical
aberration correction on each of the remaining straight
lines, thereby measuring the signal characteristic at
each of the at least three measurement positions on
each of the at least three straight lines.

12. The optical information processing method of claim
10, wherein for each of the straight lines, the adjustment step
measures the signal characteristic while changing the mea-
surement position so as to extend a range of the measure-
ment positions until the range of the measurement positions
includes a position at which the signal characteristic has an
extreme value when a relationship between the measurement
position and the signal characteristic measured at the mea-
surement position is approximated by a second or higher
order polynomial.

13. The optical information processing method of claim
10, wherein when a contour line of the signal characteristic
on the plane is regarded as an ellipse, the at least three
straight lines include a straight line inclined with respect to
the coordinate axes of the amount of spherical aberration
correction and the focus adjustment value and parallel to a
long axis of the ellipse.

14. The optical information processing method of claim
10, wherein for each of the straight lines, from an approxi-
mation result obtained by approximating a relationship
between the measurement position and the signal character-
istic measured at the measurement position by a second or
higher order polynomial, the adjustment step obtains, as the
estimated positions, one or more positions on the plane at
which the signal characteristic has a predetermined value,
and performs the ellipse approximation using at least five of
the obtained estimated positions.

15. The optical information processing method of claim
10, wherein the adjustment step:

makes a determination as to whether the result of the

ellipse approximation represents an ellipse;

if it is determined that no ellipse is represented, obtains

the at least five estimated positions after changing the
value of the signal characteristic, performs the ellipse
approximation using the at least five estimated posi-
tions, and then makes the determination again; and

if it is determined that an ellipse is represented, obtains

the center of the ellipse from the result of the ellipse
approximation.

16. The optical information processing method of claim
10, wherein the adjustment step:

for each of a plurality of values of the signal character-

istic, obtains the at least five estimated positions, per-
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forms an ellipse approximation on the at least five
estimated positions, and obtains an error between the
result of the ellipse approximation and the at least five
estimated positions; and

obtains the center of the ellipse from the result of the

ellipse approximation having the smallest error among
the plurality of results of the ellipse approximations
corresponding to the plurality of values.
17. The optical information processing method of claim
10, wherein the adjustment step determines the validity of
the measurements, and if it is determined that the measure-
ments are invalid, measures the signal characteristic at an
additional measurement position and performs the adjust-
ment from the measurement results including the signal
characteristic measured at the additional measurement posi-
tion.
18. The optical information processing method of claim
10, further comprising a recording adjustment step for
adjusting a focus adjustment value for recording used during
recording on the optical disc, wherein
the recording adjustment step performs test recording on
the optical disc using a fixed recording power while
changing the focus adjustment value, reproduces the
signals recorded by the test recording with a fixed focus
adjustment value to measure signal characteristics of
the reproduced signals, approximates a relationship
between the focus adjustment value during recording
and the measured signal characteristic by a second or
higher order polynomial, obtains, from the result of the
approximation, a focus adjustment value during record-
ing at which the signal characteristic is maximum, and
determines the obtained focus adjustment value as the
focus adjustment value for recording.
19. An adjustment method for an optical information
processing apparatus including a light radiation reception
unit that radiates light onto an optical disc and detects light
reflected from the optical disc to output a reproduced signal,
a spherical aberration correction unit that corrects spherical
aberration of the light radiated onto the optical disc, and a
focus adjustment unit that adjusts a focus position of the
light radiated onto the optical disc based on a focus adjust-
ment value, the adjustment method comprising
an adjustment step for measuring a signal characteristic of
the reproduced signal at each of at least three measure-
ment positions on each of at least three straight lines on
a plane with coordinate axes representing an amount of
spherical aberration correction by the spherical aberra-
tion correction means and the focus adjustment value,
obtaining, from the results of the measurements, as
estimated positions, at least five positions on the plane
at which the signal characteristic has substantially the
same value, and adjusting the amount of spherical
aberration correction and the focus adjustment value
based on the at least five estimated positions, wherein

the adjustment step performs an ellipse approximation on
the at least five estimated positions, obtains a center of
the ellipse from the result of the ellipse approximation,
and determines the amount of spherical aberration
correction and the focus adjustment value based on the
center of the ellipse.
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